
The present Feast forms a link between the New and the Old Tes-

tament. It shows that Truth succeeds symbols and figures and that 

the New Covenant replaces the Old. This is, in fact, the day on 

which the Creator of the world constructed His temple; today is 

the day on which by a stupendous project a creature becomes the 

preferred dwelling of the Creator" (Saint Andrew of Crete). 

"Let us celebrate with joy the birth of the Virgin Mary, of whom 

was born the Sun of Justice.... Her birth constitutes the hope and 

the light of salvation for the whole world.... Her image is light for 

the whole Christian people" (From the Liturgy). As these texts so 

clearly indicate, an atmosphere of joy and light pervades the Birth 

of the Virgin Mary. 

In the case of all the Saints, the Church commemorates their birth-

day on the day of their return to the Lord. The reason for this fact 

is not found primarily in the greatness or the privileges of the per-

sons involved but in the singular mission that was theirs in the 

History of Salvation. In this light, the birth of the Blessed Virgin is 

considered to be - like that of John the Baptizer - in direct relation-

ship with the coming of the Savior of the world. Thus, the birth 

and existence of Mary take on a significance that transcends her 

own person. It is explained solely in the context of the History of 

Salvation, connected with the People of God of the Old Covenant 

and the New. Mary's birth lies at the confluence of the two Testa-

ments - bringing to an end the stage of expectation and the prom-

ises and inaugurating the new times of grace and salvation in Jesus 

Christ. 

Mary, the Daughter of Zion and ideal personification of Israel, is 

the last and most worthy representative of the People of the Old 

Covenant but at the same time she is "the hope and the dawn of 

the whole world." With her, the elevated Daughter of Zion, after a 

long expectation of the promises, the times are fulfilled and a new 

economy is established (LG 55).  

The birth of Mary is ordained in particular toward her mission as 

Mother of the Savior. Her existence is indissolubly connected with 

that of Christ: it partakes of a unique plan of predestination and 

grace. God's mysterious plan regarding the incarnation of the 

Word embraces also the Virgin who is His Mother. In this way, the 

Birth of Mary is inserted at the very heart of the History of Salva-

tion.   (taken from http://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/


