
The mystery of man’s reconciliation with God                       
by Saint Leo the Great, pope  

Lowliness is assured by majesty, weakness by power, mortality 
by eternity. To pay the debt of our sinful state, a nature that was 
incapable of suffering was joined to one that could suffer. Thus, 
in keeping with the healing that we needed, one and the same 
mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ, was able 
to die in one nature, and unable to die in the other. 

He who is true God was therefore born in the complete and 
perfect nature of a true man, whole in his own nature, whole in 
ours. By our nature we mean what the Creator had fashioned in 
us from the beginning, and took to himself in order to restore it. 
For in the Savior there was no trace of what the deceiver 
introduced and man, being misled, allowed to enter. It does not 
follow that because he submitted to sharing in our human 
weakness he therefore shared in our sins. 

He took the nature of a servant without stain of sin, enlarging our 
humanity without diminishing his divinity. He emptied himself; 
though invisible he made himself visible, though Creator and 
Lord of all things he chose to be one of us mortal men. Yet this 
was the condescension of compassion, not the loss of 
omnipotence. So he who in the nature of God had created man, 
became in the nature of a servant, man himself. 

Thus the Son of God enters this lowly world. He comes down 
from the throne of heaven, yet does not separate himself from 
the Father’s glory. He is born in a new condition, by a new birth. 
He was born in a new condition, for, invisible in his own nature, 
he became visible in ours. Beyond our grasp, he chose to come 
within our grasp. Existing before time began; he began to exist at 
a moment in time. Lord of the universe, he hid his infinite glory 
and took the nature of a servant. Incapable of suffering as God, 
he did not refuse to be a man, capable of suffering. Immortal, he 
chose to be subject to the laws of death. He who is true God is 
also true man. There is no falsehood in this unity as long as the 
lowliness of man and the pre-eminence of God coexist in mutual 
relationship.  

As God does not change by his condescension, so man is not 
swallowed up by being exalted. Each nature exercises its own 
activity, in communion with the other. The Word does what is 
proper to the Word; the flesh fulfills what is proper to the flesh. 
One nature is resplendent with miracles, the other falls victim to 
injuries. As the Word does not lose equality with the Father’s 
glory, so the flesh does not leave behind the nature of our race. 
One and the same person — this must be said over and over 
again — is truly the Son of God and truly the son of man. He is 
God in virtue of the fact that in the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He is man in 
virtue of the fact that the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from March 31—April 08, 2012        
Saturday 5:00 PM  † Marietta Bocchin Fuso  

     by Frank & Frances Sdao    

     † Mike Fazari by Teresa Angi  

    † Panfilo Guglielmi  
     by Tony & Angela Dicesare 
    † Angelina Santone by Ines Mauro 
   
Sunday            9:00AM  † George Czerlau by Linda Matchett 

    † Domenico Ventresca  

     by Marlayna Mihaljeu 

     † Franc Horvat by Mr & Mrs. Pacasa 

  10:45AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday  9:00AM  † Pierino Ioannoni  by Umberto Ioannoni 
            Lenten Retreat from 9AM to 3PM     

Tuesday 9:00AM  † Lola Battista by John & Rosann Hunt 

Wednesday 9:00AM  † Frank Pellegrino by Wife Yoli & Children 

(7PM—Catholicism Q & A Video Show)             
Thursday 7:00PM  Holy Thursday Liturgy;Adoration to  

     follow the Mass until Midnight  
Friday  3:00PM  Good Friday Service 
  7:00PM   Way of the Cross   
Saturday 10:30-11:30AM  Confession 
  11:45AM  Blessing of Food Baskets 
  8:00PM  Easter Vigil-For All People 

Easter 
Sunday 9:00AM  † Agnesa,Domenico& Michele   
     Ventresca by Filomena Ventresca  
    † Antonio Gallo by Wife & Family 

    † Fr. Anthony Vuksinic by Fr. Ben Vanco 
  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 
   

                                PARISH BEQUESTS 

Keep your love for your parish alive. Remember St. 
Andrew’s in your will and when recommending 

expressions of sympathy. 

 MINISTRY TO THE SICK 

Please inform the parish office when you are sick, especially when 
hospitalized, by calling the Rectory. We can  pray for you, and give 
you the Sacraments. The Sacrament of the sick is for anyone who 
is seriously ill. Please note that it cannot be administered after 
death. In emergencies please call 24 hours a day, for the catholic 
priest on call, from the hospital. We also administer Sacraments to 
the home bound at your request. Assisting the sick, and Anointing 
them with the blessed oil is an important ministry in the Church. 

Last Sunday’s Collection - 
$2o16.63 & Share Lent $1110  
Bless you for your continued 

support. 

Upcoming Parish Events: 
Holy Week: April 2: Parish Lenten- 

Retreat 9AM -3:00PM. 

Tuesday - Chrism Mass at the 

Cathedral, St. Catharines - 7.30PM 

Holy Thursday: Mass 7PM  followed by 

Adoration until midnight. 

Good Friday Service:3PM  

Stations of the Cross 7PM 

Holy Saturday: Blessing of Baskets 11:45 

AM 

Easter Vigil Mass: 8PM  

Easter Sunday Masses 9 & 11AM 

Catholic Books & Gifts - Exhibition & 

Sale - April 14 & 15 after all Masses. 

April 15th: 

Divine Mercy Celebration 2 to 3.30PM 

April 22: 1st Communion celebration - 

with Sunday 11AM-Mass 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

                  Chrism Mass and meaning of holy Oils 
                       (from Pope Benedicts’ Homily 2011) 

At the heart of Chrism Mass is the blessing of the 

holy oils – the oil for anointing catechumens, the oil 
for anointing the sick, and the chrism for the great 
sacraments that confer the Holy Spirit: confirmation, 
priestly ordination, episcopal ordination. In the 

sacraments the Lord touches us through the 
elements of creation. The unity between creation and 
redemption is made visible. The sacraments are an 
expression of the physicality of our faith, which 

embraces the whole person, body and soul. Bread 
and wine are fruits of the earth and work of human 
hands. The Lord chose them to be bearers of his 
presence. Oil is the symbol of the Holy Spirit and at 
the same time it points us towards Christ: the word 

‘Christ’ -(Messiah) means “the anointed one”. The 
humanity of Jesus, by virtue of the Son’s union with 
the Father, is brought into communion with the Holy 
Spirit and is thus “anointed” in a unique way, 

penetrated by the Holy Spirit.. Jesus opens our 
humanity for the gift of the Holy Spirit. The more we 
are united to Christ, the more we are filled with his 
Spirit, with the Holy Spirit. We are called 

“Christians”: “anointed ones” – people who belong to 
Christ and hence have a share in his anointing, being 
touched by his Spirit. I wish not merely to be called 
Christian, but also to be Christian, said Saint Ignatius 

of Antioch. Let us allow these holy oils, which are 
consecrated at this time, to remind us of the task 
that is implicit in the word “Christian”, let us pray 
that, increasingly, we may not only be called 

Christian but may actually be such. 
 
These three oils express three essential dimensions 
of the Christian life on which we may now reflect. 
First, there is the oil of catechumens. This oil 

indicates a first way of being touched by Christ and 
by his Spirit – an inner touch, by which the Lord 
draws people close to himself. The oil of catechumens 
tells us that it is not only we who seek God: God 

himself is searching for us.  
Oil for anointing the sick:  Healing is one of the 
fundamental tasks entrusted by Jesus to the Church, 
following the example that he gave as he travelled 

throughout the land healing the sick. To be sure, the 
Church’s principal task is to proclaim the Kingdom of 
God. The oil for anointing the sick is the visible 
sacramental expression of this mission.  
The oil of chrism, a mixture of olive oil and 
aromatic vegetable oils. In the Church this oil serves 
chiefly for the anointing of confirmation and 
ordination. Rfr. Isaiah 61:6; Ex 19:6; 1 Pet 2:9f. 

Baptism and confirmation are an initiation into this 
people of God that spans the world, an anointing that 
confers this priestly ministry towards mankind  We 
are a priestly people for the world. We should make 
the living God visible to the world, they should bear 

witness to him and lead people towards him.  But are 
we truly God’s shrine in and for the world?    

                       Catholicism Documentary Series by Fr. Robert Barron    

Holy week Wednesday at 7:00pm—Fr. Barron Answers different Faith Questions  

This session is independent and so even if you missed the previous screenings, you will enjoy 
and learn a lot from this one.  

Passion (Palm) Sunday  April 01, 2012           

The Catholic Women’s League Annual Diocesan Retreat  Wednesday April 11th 
and Saturday, April 14th 2012 at Mount Carmel in Niagara Falls. 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM  
For more information please call Jennifer Labenski 905-734-6849 

Marriage Encounter 
Married couples, restore communication, rekindle romance, enjoy more intimacy, 
better understanding and more harmony in your relationship by participating in a 

Marriage Encounter Weekend. Register for the April 27-29, 2012 weekend by calling 
905-934-5016 or online at www.wwme.org 

Holy Week  
Holy Week is the week which precedes the great 
feast  of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday-it 
includes the last days of lent and the beginning of 
Easter Triduum. During Holy Week, the Church 
celebrates the mysteries of salvation accomplished 
by Christ in the last days of his life on earth, 
beginning with his messianic entrance into 
Jerusalem. Through his Paschal Mystery, the Lord 
Jesus redeemed the human race and gave perfect 
glory to the Father. By dying, Christ destroyed our 
death; by rising, he restored our life. For this reason, 
the Easter Triduum, when we celebrate the 
suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord, is the 
high point of the liturgical year. The Easter solemnity 
is to the year what Sunday is to the week. The 
celebration begins with Mass of the Lords Supper, 
reaches climax in the Easter Vigil and closes with  
Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday. 

Good Friday is a universal day of fasting 

and abstinence from meat. 

Bi– Annual Pasta Luncheon 
Our St. Andrew the Apostle Parish Family 
Pasta luncheon will be held on April 15th 
from Noon- 4PM at the parish hall. Tickets 
are $10.00 for Adults, Students 5-12 
$5.00& children under 5 are free. We need 
more volunteers for the preparation of 
the food on April 14th starting at 9 AM. 

Those preceding him as well as those 
following kept crying out: ?Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! 
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David 
that is to come! 
Hosanna in the highest!! - Mk 11:9-10 


