
The bread of heaven and the cup of salvation 

from the Jerusalem Catecheses 
(Cat. 22, Mystagogica 4, 1. 3-6. 9: PG 33, 1098-1106) 

 

 On the night he was betrayed our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and 

said: “Take, eat: this is my body.” He took the 

cup, gave thanks and said: “Take, drink: this is my 

blood.” Since Christ himself has declared the bread 

to be his body, who can have any further doubt? 

Since he himself has said quite categorically, This 

is my blood, who would dare to question it and say 

that it is not his blood? 

 Therefore, it is with complete assurance 

that we receive the bread and wine as the body 

and blood of Christ. His body is given to us under 

the symbol of bread, and his blood is given to us 

under the symbol of wine, in order to make us by 

receiving them one body and blood with him. 

Having his body and blood in our members, we 

become bearers of Christ and sharers, as Saint 

Peter says, in the divine nature. 

 Once, when speaking to the Jews, Christ 

said: Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood 

you shall have no life in you. This horrified them 

and they left him. Not understanding his words in 

a spiritual way, they thought the Saviour wished 

them to practice cannibalism. 

 Under the old covenant there was 

showbread (twelve loaves of bread used in Old 

Testament sacrifices), but it came to an end with 

the old dispensation to which it belonged. Under 

the new covenant there is bread from heaven and 

the cup of salvation. These sanctify both soul and 

body, the bread being adapted to the sanctification 

of the body, the Word, to the sanctification of the 

soul. 

Do not, then, regard the Eucharistic elements as 

ordinary bread and wine: they are in fact the body 

and blood of the Lord, as he himself has declared. 

Whatever your senses may tell you, be strong in 

faith. 

 You have been taught and you are firmly 

convinced that what looks and tastes like bread 

and wine is not bread and wine but the body and 

the blood of Christ. You know also how David 

referred to this long ago when he sang: Bread 

gives strength to man’s heart and makes his face 

shine with the oil of gladness. Strengthen your 

heart, then, by receiving this bread as spiritual 

bread, and bring joy to the face of your soul. 

 May purity of conscience remove the veil 

from the face of your soul so that by 

contemplating the glory of the Lord, as in a mirror, 

you may be transformed from glory to glory in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. To him be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from April 14—22, 2012        

Saturday 5:00PM † Pierino Ioannoni by Wife & Family 

     Domenic Bruzzese    
      by Mr. & Mrs. Roco Giovinazzo 
     Maria Minervini by Frank Ventresca 

Sunday 9:00AM † Nancy & Mike Mammoliti   
      by Anna Giovinazzo 
     Francesco Gullone    
      by Nancy & Tony Stuart 
     Gina Guglielmi by Carmela Petti 

  11:00AM  First Communion Celebration 

Monday 10.30AM  Funeral Mass - Elisa Lostracco  

Tuesday 9:00AM † Maria Notarianni by Terzo & Stella Pace 

Wednesday 7:00PM † Angelina Santone    
      by the Morning Prayer Group 
Thursday  9:00AM † Fr. Anthony Vuksinic   
      by C.W.L. of St. Andrew’s 
Friday  9:00AM † Special Intention to the Holy Infant of 

     Prague by Lydia Matchett  

Saturday  5:00PM † Elvira Ventresca    
      by Antonio & Antonetta Zinatelli

     Maria Minervini    
      by Sam & Gina Bevilaqua 
     Pierino Ioannoni   
      by Jeff & Frances Marlin 

Sunday 9:00AM † Angelina Santone by Nardina Inneo 

     Msgr. Anton Botek by Fr. Ben Vanco 

     Elvira Ventresca by Marie Ricci 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection—including 
Easter donations - $ 1840.86 

Bless you for your continued support. 

Upcoming Parish Events: 
April 25: Wednesday: Cat.Chat a concert 
program for children from grades 1 to 6. 
A faith and fun program! Songs & dancing. 
Venue : Notre Dame high school gym at 
9.45 a.m. Children and parents are 
welcome. $1 for children and $2 others. It 
is a program organized by St. Andrew’s 
Parish and School Youth Ministry.  
Bake & Penny Sale: Sun. May 6th starting 
at 12pm.  Prizes drawn at 2pm. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

       HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI      

               

 

 
 

origin of being? Does the primacy belong to unreason or 
to reason? This is what everything hinges upon in the 

final analysis. As believers we answer, with the creation 
account and with Saint John, that in the beginning is 
reason. In the beginning is freedom. Hence it is good to 
be a human person. It is not the case that in the 

expanding universe, at a later stage, in some tiny corner 
of the cosmos, there evolved randomly some species of 
living being capable of reasoning and of trying to find 
rationality within creation, or to bring rationality into it. 

If man were merely a random product of evolution in 
some place on the margins of the universe, then his life 
would make no sense or might even be a chance of 
nature. But no, Reason is there at the beginning: 

creative, divine Reason. And because it is Reason, it also 
created freedom; and because freedom can be abused, 
there also exist forces harmful to creation. Hence a thick 

black line, so to speak, has been drawn across the 
structure of the universe and across the nature of man. 
But despite this contradiction, creation itself remains 
good, life remains good, because at the beginning is 

good Reason, God’s creative love. Hence the world can 
be saved. Hence we can and must place ourselves on the 
side of reason, freedom and love – on the side of God 
who loves us so much that he suffered for us, that from 

his death there might emerge a new, definitive and 
healed life. 

The Old Testament account of creation that we 
listened to clearly indicates this order of realities. But it 

leads us a further step forward. It has structured the 
process of creation within the framework of a week 
leading up to the Sabbath, in which it finds its 
completion. For Israel, the Sabbath was the day on 

which all could participate in God’s rest, in which man 
and animal, master and slave, great and small were 
united in God’s freedom. Thus the Sabbath was an 
expression of the Covenant between God and man and 

creation. In this way, communion between God and man 
does not appear as something extra, something added 
later to a world already fully created. The Covenant, 
communion between God and man, is inbuilt at the 

deepest level of creation. Yes, the Covenant is the inner 
ground of creation, just as creation is the external 
presupposition of the Covenant. God made the world so 
that there could be a space where he might 

communicate his love, and from which the response of 
love might come back to him. From God’s perspective, 
the heart of the man who responds to him is greater and 
more important than the whole immense material 

cosmos, for all that the latter allows us to glimpse 
something of God’s grandeur.  (To be completed next week.) 

Third Sunday of Easter -  April 22
nd

, 2012           

“My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin.  
But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world.” 
   1 John 2:1-5 

(Continued from last week)...Here we are faced 

with the ultimate alternative that is at 

stake in the dispute between faith and 

unbelief: are irrationality, lack of freedom 

and pure chance the origin of everything, 

or are reason, freedom and love at the  

Catholic Women’s League 
Announcements 

 
CWL Annual Convention: Begins with Mass 
at St. Alfred’s in St. Catharines on Tuesday 
May 29th.  Convention resumes on Wed. May 
30th.  For more information or to register, 
contact Jennifer Labenski @ 905-734-6849. 

C.W.L. Penny Table & Bake Sale 

Sunday May 6th, 2012 

Donations for the penny table are greatly appreciated and may be 

dropped off at the church after Saturday and Sunday Masses until 

April 29th.  New and gently used items only.   

Bake sale items can be left at the church downstairs after Saturday 

(May 5th) 5PM Mass or before Sunday (May 6th) Mass.  All are 

welcome and thank you for your support.   

For further information contact Jennifer Labenski at 905– 734-6849. 

Holy Hour for Vocations 
Sunday April 29, 3:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria. 

On this "Good Shepherd Sunday" and World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 
come and join Bishop Gerard Bergie in begging the Risen Lord to bless our diocese 
with abundant vocations to the priesthood and religious life. We pray for all the 
People of God for their continuing fidelity, each in his or her own state of life. 

Last chance to register for the April 27-29, 2012 Marriage Encounter weekend 
by calling 905-934-5816 or on line at www.wwme.org by Monday April 23rd. 

Pasta Luncheon  -  Special Thanks                                                            
to Mr. Ed Pittman and to the wonderful team of volunteers for making the 

Pasta Luncheon a reality. Their dedication and hard work  are remarkable 

and praiseworthy.  

Thanks also to all who supported this fundraising program. 

Congratulations                             
to the twenty-six students  

receiving First Holy Communion 

this Sunday. We thank Mrs. A. 
Garofalo and Miss L. Fisher for 

preparing the children for this 
holy occasion. 

Bishop awards our Altar Servers Matthieu Cote and Jonah and 

Elijah Atkinson in a function organized by Serra Club at the 

Cathedral on April 26. They are among the 85 that are 

honoured. 

http://www.wwme.org

