
From the General Audience of Pope Francis  

Wednesday, April 3, 2013 

Taking up the series of Catecheses on the Creed, we 

now turn to the article: “He rose again on the third day, 

in accordance with the Scriptures”. Our belief in Christ’s 

Resurrection is the very heart of our faith, the basis of 

our hope in God’s promises and our trust in his victory 

over sin and death. The first witnesses of the 

Resurrection were women: moved by love to go to the 

tomb, they accept with joy the message of the 

Resurrection and then tell the good news to the 

Apostles. So it must be with us; we need to share the 

joy born of our faith in the Resurrection! In Church’s 

history, women have had a special role in opening doors 

to faith in Christ, for faith is always a response to love. 

With the eyes of faith, we too encounter the risen Lord 

in the many signs of his presence: the Scriptures, the 

Eucharist and the other sacraments, and the acts of 

charity, goodness, forgiveness and mercy which bring a 

ray of his Resurrection into our world. May our faith in 

the risen Christ enable us to be living signs in our world 

of the triumph of life and hope over evil, sin and death.  

Mass Schedule & Intentions from April 6– 14, 2013     
    

Saturday 5:00PM † Living & Deceased members of the  

     Horvat family by Angela Cvet 

     Giuseppe Giovinazzo  

      by Nicolina Rocca 

     Michele & Stella Giovinazzo  

      by sister 

Sunday 9:00AM † Eva & Rosanna Magazzeni  

      by Aladino & Maria Magazzeni 

     Agnesa, Domenico & Michele  

     Ventresca by Filomena Ventresca 

     Pierino Ioannoni  

      by wife Bruna 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

  2:00-3:30PM Divine Mercy Celebration 

Monday    No Mass 

Tuesday 9:00AM † Giuseppe Giovinazzo  

      by Giorgia Giovinazzo 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Yolanda Czerlau by Linda Matchett 

Thursday 9:00AM † Special Intention 

Friday  9:00AM † Jessie & Veronica Kirby by Leo Kirby 

  6:30PM  Catholicism Screening at the Rectory 

Saturday 5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro by family 

Sunday 9:00AM † George Pacasa  

      by Mary Staruck 

     Laurina Pio  

      by Mr. & Mrs. John DiMarco 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $2225.45 
Good Friday- $872.27 

Easter - $2179.00 
Bless you for your continued generous 

support. 

Divine Mercy Sunday — April 7
th

, 2013  

Upcoming Parish Events 

Divine Mercy Celebration Sunday 

April 7, 2013 2:00pm-3:30pm.  Masses 

Saturday 5:00pm and Sunday 9:00 and 

11:00am. 

 

Parish Pasta Dinner: Sunday,  April 

7, 12-4pm.  Tickets are $10 for adults 

and $5 for children (5-12) 

 

Catholicism 10 part Series Film 

Screening: Friday, 6:30pm at the 

rectory. 

 

First Communion: Sunday April 14th, 

2013 at the 11:00am Mass.  

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

The Feast of Mercy is a Day of Atonement 

The Feast of Mercy is the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament Day of Atonement (see Lv 16, Lv 23:26-32 

and Sir 50). It is a day of forgiveness of sins for those 

who approach the Eucharist and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. It is an annual celebration like the Day 

of Atonement - all sins and punishment are washed 

away in His infinite mercy. The focus of this paschal 

event is on God's mercy for us sinners and His free gift 

to those who turn to Him with trust. 

Interestingly enough, the texts of the liturgy for that 

Sunday (Second Sunday of Easter) already focus on the 

forgiveness of sins and mercy. The gospel is of Jesus 

appearing in the upper room and bestowing the 

authority to forgive sins (see Jn 20:19-5 1), and the 

other readings are about the blood and water and the  

proclamation of mercy (there was no need to change 

the texts)!  

Our Easter liturgy had fulfilled the major feasts of the 

Old Testament - Passover and Pentecost - and was only 

missing the Day of Atonement. This Feast of Mercy now 

completes the needed fulfillment of Old Testament 

feasts. 

The Feast of Mercy is the Covenant of Mercy 

The octave day has its roots in the Old Testament and 

New Testament as the Day of Covenant. On the eighth 

day after His birth, a male child was circumcised as a 

sign of the covenant and given His name (Gen 17:12-

14; see also Lk 2:21 for the circumcision of Jesus). 

In the early church the newly baptized, newly born in 

Christ, wore white robes until the Sunday in White 

(Dominica in Albis) the octave day of Easter, 

symbolizing their innocence. The Feast of Mercy once 

again celebrates the white innocence we receive by the 

Covenant of Mercy. 

St. Augustine calls these days "days of mercy and 

pardon" (# 156, Dominica in Albis) and the Sunday 

"the compendium of the days of mercy." And then, 

referring to the setting aside of the white robes, he 

warns, "Let not our interior purity be lessened as we 

set aside its exterior symbols." (#156, Dominica in 

Albis) 

Like the covenant of Sinai we, too, prepare for the 

Feast by purification from our sins and by the sprinkling 

of blood and proclaiming of the law (Ex 19:14-15; Ex 

24:6-8) - but this time we are cleansed by the precious 

blood of the Lord and the Proclamation of His mercy. 

On the octave day of Easter we, too, ratify the 

Covenant of Mercy, reaffirming not only our Baptism, 

already renewed at the Easter vigil, but also the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and 

Eucharist. 

Interestingly enough, all the elements of creation are 

structured in units of eight (as seen in the periodic 
table), and musical chords resonate with the octave. 

The Feast of Mercy is the octave day of the 

Resurrection, which strikes the resonant chord of 

Easter, developing the meaning and richness of the 

paschal mystery and applying it in a new and deeper 

way. It resonates with all of nature, sounding anew the 

grace of the resurrection, alleluia! 

www.divinemercysunday.com 

“Peace be with you.  As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, her breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of ay, they are 
retained.” 
 

John 20:19-31 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Requesting your valuable prayers for those who are sick at home, or in the 

hospital: If you, or someone you know, is ill or in the hospital and would like 

to be on the prayer list, call the parish office at 905-732-5046. We will keep 

the name for 2 weeks. Please also notify the parish office if the person is 

still in serious condition so that we may continue to keep the name on the 

list.  

We ask that you kindly remember all those who are sick in your prayers 

this week. 

The Annual Respect For Life Mass will be 
celebrated by Most. Rev. Bishop Gerard 

Bergie at the Cathedral of St. Catherine of 
Alexandria on Monday April 8, at 7:00PM.  

Holy Cross Cemetery’s Annual Spring Clean Up starts on Monday 
April 8, 2013.  All wreaths, tin cans, glass jars, flower pots, and similar 
articles, will be disposed of on April 8, 2013.  If anyone is unable to pick up 
their wreaths etc. by that date, they can call the cemetery at 905-734-4172 
and make arrangements for the staff to hold the articles for a short period 
of time until they are able to come to the cemetery to pick them up. 

Niagara Warehouse of Hope Garage Sale, Bazaar and Bake Sale.   
6 Broadway, St. Catharines 

Saturday April 20th, starting at 8:00am with BBQ breakfast. 
Don’t forget to bring your old computers, monitors, printers, digital cameras, 

and other small electronics (broken or obsolete) to the Warehouse for 
proper recycling. 

Anyone interested in being a part of this year’s Vacation Bible School is 
invited to join for a planning meeting on Wednesday April 24th, at 7:00pm 
in the Parish Hall.  Even if you aren’t certain yet, we encourage you to 
come and learn more about the program we hope to offer to our 
community’s children. 

Divine Mercy Sunday April 7th, 2013 

Theology of the Feast of  The Divine Mercy 

The Feast of Mercy is a Celebration and a 

Summation of God's Merciful Love 

The Triduum of Holy Week, along with the entire Easter 

season, focuses on various aspects of the paschal 

mystery. Holy Thursday celebrates the Mass of the 

Chrism and the evening Mass of the Mandatum - the 

washing of the feet of the disciples, ordination to the 

priesthood, the institution of the Eucharist, and the last 

discourse of Our Lord promising the sending of the Holy 

Spirit. Good Friday commemorates the passion and 

death of Jesus on the cross. The Easter vigil, the 

pinnacle of the paschal mystery, celebrates the 

fulfillment of the prophecies of the Redeemer who is our 

light and salvation, bringing us new life by water and 

the Holy Spirit. The Easter season continues this 

celebration, leading to the Ascension of the Lord and to 

Pentecost - the fulfillment of the promise to send the 

Holy Spirit. 

The Feast of Mercy focuses on God's mercy as an event! 

It focuses on God's continuing action of mercy 

throughout salvation history as we see it recorded in the 

letter to the Romans, chapters 9, 10,11, culminating in 

His loving plan to have mercy on all! (See Rom 11:32.) 

This Feast is a summation of the event to His mercy 

active in our lives now. It is because of His mercy that 

we have forgiveness of sin and new life as children of 

God. This needs to be celebrated! 


