
I am the bread of life.  Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died.  This is 
the bread that comes down from 
heaven,  so that one may eat of it 
and not die.  I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven.  
Whoever eats of this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I 
will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh. 
 

John 6:41-51 

On the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

(August 15th) by  Pope Pius XII 

 In their sermons and speeches on the feast day of 
the Assumption of the Mother of God, the holy fathers 
and the great doctors of the church were speaking of 

something that the faithful already knew and accepted: 
all they did was to bring it out into the open, to explain 
its meaning and substance in other terms. Above all, they 
made it most clear that this feast commemorated not 
merely the fact that the blessed Virgin Mary did not 
experience bodily decay, but also her triumph over death 

and her heavenly glory, following the example of her only 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
 Thus St John Damascene, who is the greatest 
exponent of this tradition, compares the bodily 
Assumption of the revered Mother of God with her other 
gifts and privileges:... It was right that the bride 
espoused by the Father should dwell in the heavenly 

bridal chamber. It was right that she who had gazed on 
her Son on the cross, her heart pierced at that moment 
by the sword of sorrow that she had escaped at his birth, 
should now gaze on him seated with his Father. It was 
right that the Mother of God should possess what belongs 
to her Son and to be honoured by every creature as the 

God’s Mother and handmaid. 
 St Germanus of Constantinople considered that 
the preservation from decay of the body of the Mother of 
God, the Virgin Mary, and its elevation to heaven as 
being not only appropriate to her Motherhood but also to 
the peculiar sanctity of its virgin state: It is written, that 

you appear in beauty, and your virginal body is 
altogether holy, altogether chaste, altogether the 
dwelling-place of God; from which it follows that it is not 
in its nature to decay into dust, but that it is transformed, 
being human, into a glorious and incorruptible life, the 
same body, living and glorious, unharmed, sharing in 

perfect life… 
 All that the holy fathers say refers ultimately to 

Scripture as a foundation, which gives us the vivid image 
of the great Mother of God as being closely attached to 
her divine Son and always sharing his lot. 

 It is important to remember that from the second 

century onwards the holy fathers have been talking of the 
Virgin Mary as the new Eve for the new Adam: not equal 
to him, of course, but closely joined with him in the battle 
against the enemy, which ended in the triumph over sin 
and death that had been promised even in Paradise. The 
glorious resurrection of Christ is essential to this victory 

and its final prize, but the blessed Virgin’s share in that 
fight must also have ended in the glorification of her 
body. For as the Apostle says: When this mortal nature 
has put on immortality, then the scripture will be fulfilled 
that says “Death is swallowed up in victory”. 

 So then, the great Mother of God, so mysteriously 

united to Jesus Christ from all eternity by the same 
decree of predestination, immaculately conceived, an 
intact virgin throughout her divine motherhood, a noble 
associate of our Redeemer as he defeated sin and its 
consequences, received, as it were, the final crowning 
privilege of being preserved from the corruption of the 

grave and, following her Son in his victory over death, 
was brought, body and soul, to the highest glory of 
heaven, to shine as Queen at the right hand of that same 
Son, the immortal King of Ages. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from August 11 —August 19, 2012        
 

Saturday 5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro 

      by wife & family 

     John Silvestri  

      by Giusapina Gallo 

Sunday 9:00AM † Carl & Olive Madsen 

      by Cheryl Maurice & family 

     Ippolito Mauro 

      by Ines Mauro 

     Franc Horvat  by wife Teresa Horvat 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

 

Monday    No Mass 

Tuesday 7:00PM † Silvana Pace     

      by Mr. & Mrs. Tom DiGioia 

Wednesday 9:00AM † John Silvestri by Elvira Piluso 

Thursday 9:00AM † Domenico Ventresca    

      by Don D’Innocenzo 

Friday  9:00AM † Maria Minervini    

      by Tony & Rosemary Fera 

Saturday 5:00PM † Varghese Vellakunnath  

     Antonio Gallo  by family 

     Ruth Cadieux 

      by husband Murray Cadieux 

Sunday 9:00AM † Stephan, Theresa & Raymond  

     Horvat by mother Teresa Horvat 

     Josefina Berardi by Ruth Cairns 

     Gina Silvestri     

      by Yoli Pellegrino & family 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish  

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1582.28 and $312 for the Building Fund 
Bless you for your continued  generous support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — August 12
th

 , 2012           

Upcoming Parish Events 

 

Special Collection: August 18th/19th. 

 

St. Andrew’s Annual Golf 

Tournament Fundraiser: Sunday 

September 9th, 2012. 

 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation 

for Adults): Classes will begin in 

September. Individuals interested in 

learning more about their Catholic faith, 

or any adults who wish to be baptized or 

become a member of the Catholic church 

are encouraged to attend.  

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for kids 

is an adaptation of Jeff Cavins’ Bible 

study program. Mark your Saturday 

mornings starting from September 15th.  

 

Fresh Homemade Pie Sale: just in 

time for thanksgiving. Saturday 

September 29th.  Please Support this 

Youth Ministry Fundraiser. 

APOSTOLIC LETTER (“MOTU PROPRIO DATA” PORTA 

FIDEI  OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF BENEDICT XVI FOR 

THE INDICTION OF ‘THE YEAR OF FAITH’    

  

9. We want this Year to arouse in every believer the 
aspiration to profess the faith in fullness and with 
renewed conviction, with confidence and hope. It will 

also be a good opportunity to intensify the celebration of 
the faith in the liturgy, especially in the Eucharist, which 
is “the summit towards which the activity of the Church 
is directed; ... and also the source from which all its 

power flows.”[14] At the same time, we make it our 
prayer that believers’ witness of life may grow in 
credibility. To rediscover the content of the faith that is 
professed, celebrated, lived and prayed,[15] and to 
reflect on the act of faith, is a task that every believer 

must make his own, especially in the course of this Year.
 Not without reason, Christians in the early 
centuries were required to learn the creed from 
memory. It served them as a daily prayer not to forget 

the commitment they had undertaken in baptism. With 
words rich in meaning, Saint Augustine speaks of this in 
a homily on the redditio symboli, the handing over of 
the creed: “the symbol of the holy mystery that you 

have all received together and that today you have 
recited one by one, are the words on which the faith of 
Mother Church is firmly built above the stable foundation 
that is Christ the Lord. You have received it and recited 

it, but in your minds and hearts you must keep it ever 
present, you must repeat it in your beds, recall it in the 
public squares and not forget it during meals: even 
when your body is asleep, you must watch over it with 

your hearts.”[16] 

10. At this point I would like to sketch a path intended 

to help us understand more profoundly not only the 
content of the faith, but also the act by which we choose 
to entrust ourselves fully to God, in complete freedom. 
In fact, there exists a profound unity between the act by 

which we believe and the content to which we give our 
assent. Saint Paul helps us to enter into this reality 
when he writes: “Man believes with his heart and so is 
justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is 

saved” (Rom 10:10). The heart indicates that the first 
act by which one comes to faith is God’s gift and the 
action of grace which acts and transforms the person 
deep within. 

 The example of Lydia is particularly eloquent in 
this regard. Saint Luke recounts that, while he was at 
Philippi, Paul went on the Sabbath to proclaim the 
Gospel to some women; among them was Lydia and 
“the Lord opened her heart to give heed to what was 

said by Paul” (Acts16:14). There is an important 
meaning contained within this expression. Saint Luke 
teaches that knowing the content to be believed is not 
sufficient unless the heart, the authentic sacred space 

within the person, is opened by grace that allows the 
eyes to see below the surface and to understand that 
what has been proclaimed is the word of God. 

(To be continued next week) 

A Funeral Mass was held for Mary Guzda (nee 
Mancuso) in our parish on August 9, who passed 
away August 6 at the age of 92.   
God of power and mercy, you have made death itself 
the gateway to eternal life. Look with love on our dying 
sister, and make her one with Your Son in His 
suffering and death, that, sealed with the blood of 
Christ, she may come before you free from sin. Amen.  

St. Andrew’s Annual Golf Tournament 
A 2:00pm shotgun start at Water Park Golf  & 
Country Club on Sunday September 9, 2012.  

Dinner will follow at St. Andrew’s church at 
5:30pm. Tickets are $50 each and are available at 

the church office. 
Enjoy a leisurely afternoon on the course with 

friends while supporting your parish’s fundraising 
efforts. 

On August 18th/19th we will be have a special collection for 
Scarboro Foreign Mission and Catholic Missions In Canada. Please 

remember to use the enclosed envelope next week.  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/motu_proprio/documents/hf_ben-xvi_motu-proprio_20111011_porta-fidei_en.html#_ftn14
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/motu_proprio/documents/hf_ben-xvi_motu-proprio_20111011_porta-fidei_en.html#_ftn15
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/motu_proprio/documents/hf_ben-xvi_motu-proprio_20111011_porta-fidei_en.html#_ftn16

