
The General Audience of Pope Benedict XVI  

on Wednesday December 19, 2012 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

As part of our catechesis for this Year of Faith, it is 

fitting, during these last days of Advent, to consider 

the faith of Mary, the Virgin Mother of Christ. At the 

Annunciation, the angel Gabriel greets Mary with an 

invitation to rejoice because the Lord is with her. 

This joy is that of the messianic hope of God’s 

people, the daughter of Zion, now being fulfilled in 

her. It is also the fruit of the grace which fills Mary’s 

heart and shapes her obedience to God’s word. 

Mary’s faith, like that of Abraham, combines 

complete trust in the Lord’s promises with a certain 

“unknowing”. In her life Mary knew, as we do, that 

God’s will can seem at times obscure and far from 

our expectations; it involves embracing the mystery 

of the Cross. It is significant that at the 

Annunciation Mary ponders in her heart the meaning 

of the Angel’s message. Her example reminds us 

that faith, while fully obedient to the Lord’s will, also 

must seek daily to discern, understand and accept 

that will. In this holy season, may Our Lady’s 

prayers help us to grow in a humble, trusting faith 

which will open the door to God’s grace in our 

hearts and in our world. 
www.vatican.va 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from December 22–30, 2012        
 

Saturday 5:00PM † John Silvestri  

      by mother & family 

     George Pacasa by Kevin Krasnay 

     Pauline Villella   

      by Francesca Rocca Porcaro 

Sunday 9:00AM  Grace Czinege by Lydia Matchett 

    † Franc Horvat  

      by wife Teresa Horvat 

     Adela & Annita Magazzeni  

      by Aladino & Maria Magazzeni 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

  6:30PM  Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Christmas Eve 5:00PM  For all children and families 

Midnight 12:00AM  For all the living and deceased  

     members of our Parish Community 

Christmas Day 9:00AM  For all the living and deceased   

     members of our Parish Community 

  11:00AM † Frank Pellegrino by Yoli & children 

     Pierino Ioannoni  

      by wife Bruna & family 

Wednesday    No Mass 

Thursday     No Mass 

Friday  1:00PM † Beny Inneo by wife Nardina & family 

Saturday 5:00PM † Pasquale Silvestri by wife & family 

     George Pacasa by Mary Mollica 

     Maria Minervini  

      by Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Mancuso 

Sunday 9:00AM † Pierino Ioannoni  

      by Pio & Memena D’Amico 

     Deceased members of the Van Ruyven 

     and Whitehead families  

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $2131.16 
$170.00 toward Christmas Flowers 
and $155.00 for the Building Fund 

Bless you for your continued  
generous support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us Fourth Sunday of Advent — December 23
rd

, 2012          

“Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.  And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me?  For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy.  And blessed is 
she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 

Luke 1:39-45 

Upcoming Parish Events 

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids.  This program will resume on 

January 19, 2013, Saturday 9-12am.  

 

Trivia Night: Saturday February 9th 

at 7:00pm in the Church Hall. Tickets 

are available ($10 each) from the 

Parish Office or during the Coffee 

Social following the 11 o’clock Mass. 

 

      New Year’s Mass Schedule 

The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy 

Mother of God 

December 31st at 5pm 

January 1st at 10am  

 

 

 

During the Fourth Sunday of Advent we light 
four candles on our Advent Wreath. The fourth 

candle on our Advent Wreath represents Love.  Let 
us always remember the love God has for us as we 
learned through the example of His Son, Jesus. 

 
As we light this candle, we pray: 
 

Pour forth your power, O Lord, and come: 

Assist us by that mighty power, 
so that by your grace and merciful kindness 

we may swiftly receive the salvation that our sins 

impede: Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without 

end. Amen. 

Forming a Parish Council/Finance Council for our Parish 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 I sense the need for having a Council/Finance Council for me to 
consult on key matters regarding the Parish for getting expert advice 
before I can make appropriate decisions. Those of you who are willing, 
and interested, may please give their names to me before 
Christmas.  You may drop this info either in the collection basket, or 
hand it over to me. 
 The plan right now is to form a seven member council including 
the Pastor, and the Bookkeeper as ex-officio members. If there are more 
nominations, the required number of members will be selected from 
among the nominations. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to 
serve our Parish.  
 

Thank you, and may God bless you. 
Fr. Paul Vellakunnathu, Pastor 

Pietro (Peter) Guglielmi passed away on Tuesday December 
18th, 2012.  A Funeral Mass was held for him at St. Andrew 
the Apostle Church on Thursday December 20th at 10:30am.  
We pray that Peter finds peace in everlasting life with Christ 
Jesus, and that his family be consoled knowing this. 

Be at Peace 
 

Do not look forward in fear to the changes of life; 
 

Rather look to them with full hope that as they arise, 

God, whose very own you are, will lead you safely 

through all things. 
 

And when you cannot stand it, God will carry you in 

His arms. 
 

Do not look forward to what might happen 

tomorrow; 
 

The same Everlasting Father who cares for you 

today, will take care of you tomorrow and every day. 
 

Either He will shield you from suffering or He will 

give you unfailing strength to bear it. 
 

Be at peace, then, and put aside all anxious thoughts 

and imaginings. 
 

St. Francis de Sales 

Christmas  -  2012 

Merry Christmas 

 

Dear friends, after 24 days of preparation we are 

going to celebrate Christmas. It is a time to share 

our love and belonging to one other and with God. 

Or rather it is a time we gratefully remember God’s 

fatherly love in sending Jesus, His only begotten Son 

to our world. Jesus is God’s statement that He loves 

us unconditionally and that we are so precious before 

Him. And this love compels us to love and care for 

one another. And when we live this, Christmas 

becomes meaningful and joyful. Blessed Mother 

Teresa said: “It is Christmas every time you let God 

love others through you”.  Yes, it is Christmas every 

time you smile at your neighbour and offer him your 

hand. 

 

I wish you all a very blessed and joyful Christmas. 

With love and prayers, Fr. Paul.  


