
   The mystery of our reconciliation with God 
              By Saint Leo the Great, Pope 

To speak of our Lord, the son of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, as true and perfect man is of no value to us if 
we do not believe that he is descended from the 

line of ancestors set out in the Gospel. 
Matthew’s gospel begins by setting out the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of 

Abraham, and then traces his human descent by 
bringing his ancestral line down to his mother’s 
husband, Joseph. On the other hand, Luke traces 

his parentage backward step by step to the actual 
father of mankind, to show that both the first and 
the last Adam share the same nature. 

 
No doubt the Son of God in his omnipotence could 
have taught and sanctified men by appearing to 

them in a semblance of human form as he did to 
the patriarchs and prophets, when for instance he 
engaged in a wrestling contest or entered into 

conversation with them, or when he accepted their 
hospitality and even ate the food they set before 
him. But these appearances were only types, signs 

that mysteriously foretold the coming of one who 
would take a true human nature from the stock of 
the patriarchs who had gone before him. No mere 

figure, then, fulfilled the mystery of our 
reconciliation with God, ordained from all eternity. 
The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon the Virgin 

nor had the power of the Most High overshadowed 
her, so that within her spotless womb Wisdom 
might build itself a house and the Word become 

flesh. The divine nature and the nature of a servant 
were to be united in one person so that the Creator 
of time might be born in time, and he through 

whom all things were made might be brought forth 
in their midst. 
 

For unless the new man, by being made in the 
likeness of sinful humanity, had taken on himself 
the nature of our first parents, unless he had 

stooped to be one in substance with his mother 
while sharing the Father’s substance and, being 
alone free from sin, united our nature to his, the 

whole human race would still be held captive under 
the dominion of Satan. The Conqueror’s victory 
would have profited us nothing if the battle had 

been fought outside our human condition. But 
through this wonderful blending the mystery of new 
birth shone upon us, so that through the same 
Spirit by whom Christ was conceived and brought 

forth we too might be born again in a spiritual 
birth; and in consequence the evangelist declares 
the faithful to have been born not of blood, nor of 

the desire of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 

          Mass Schedule & Intentions from Dec.24 to Jan. 01, 2012 

Saturday 5:00PM  Christmas Mass with the children 

  12:00AM  Christmas—Midnight Mass for all 

Sunday 9:00AM  Christmas Day Mass for all people 

  11:00AM  Christmas Day 2nd Mass  

                                         † Louis Augustino by Wife & family 

     Don Muto by Wife and family 

                                                   Elisabeth & Englebert Krautschek 

                                                                                   by family 

Monday through Wednesday  No Mass here 

Thursday 9:00AM † Maria Notarianni By Domenic Giovinazza 

                         2:30PM  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Friday  9:00AM † Peter & Mary Swampillai  
                                                                      by Anton & Indiri Swampillai 

Saturday 5:00PM  Thanksgiving for all the blessings, .. 

Sunday 9:00AM  Offering the New Year to God, ...  

(New Year) 11:00AM  for all the living and diseased members  

              I wish a very blessed Christmas and a prosperous  
                          and joyful New Year to each one of you. 

                                    Fr.Paul Vellakunnathu, Pastor 

Christmas — Nativity of the Lord                   December 25, 2011 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1,865.91 
( 161envelopes). Christmas Flowers—$75/- 

 Bless you for your continued support. 

Upcoming Events: 

Dec. 25, 12AM Midnight Mass 

              9AM Christmas Day Mass 

              11AM 2nd Mass 

Year-end Mass Saturday—5:00PM,                            

New Year Masses 9:00 & 11:00AM 

Meatball Sale—Jan. 29th, 12PM - 

Fund raiser for the Blanchard 

family. Please try to volunteer ... 

PARISH BEQUESTS 

Keep your love for your parish alive. 

Kindly remember St. Andrew’s in 

your will and when recommending 

expressions of sympathy. 

The Blanchard family who lost their home, is so grateful to all 
who supported them. Let us continue to count them as members of 
our family  as we celebrate Christmas and the New Year. (The family 

comprises of 6 members: 2 in their 70’s, one female -53, one female 
32, one boy –13 and a 3 year old girl). The pasta dinner committee 

is generously donating their time for a fundraiser meatballs’ sale 

on January 29th to help the Blanchard family. Let us try to make it 
a big success as we did last time. Thank you for your good will.  And 
remember, we are obeying our Lord’s words: ‘..when you did it to 

these needy, you did it to Me’ Mathew 25:40 

Your Contribution Envelope for 2012 
is ready for pick-up at the front desk. If 
your set is not found, kindly let me know. 

                       Be at Peace by Saint Francis de Sales 

Do not look forward in fear to the changes of life; 
 

Rather look to them with full hope that as they arise, 
God, whose very own you are, will lead you safely through all things; 

 
And when you cannot stand it, God will carry you in His arms. 

 
Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow; 

 
The same Everlasting Father who cares for you today, 

Will take care of you tomorrow and every day. 
 

Either He will shield you from suffering or He will 
Give you unfailing strength to bear it. 

 
Be at peace, then, and put aside all anxious thoughts  

                                 and imaginings. 
 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

                 Postures and Gestures at Mass 
(from http://old.usccb.org/romanmissal/resources-bulletins)    

By Baptism we have been given a share in the life of God, 
and the posture of standing is an acknowledgment of this 
wonderful gift. We stand for the Gospel, the pinnacle of 
revelation, the words and deeds of the Lord, and the bishop 
has chosen standing as the posture to be observed here for 
the reception of Communion, the sacrament which unites 
us in the most profound way possible with Christ who, now 
gloriously risen from the dead, is the cause of our salvation. 
 
The posture of kneeling signified penance in the early 
Church: the awareness of sin casts us to the ground! So 
thoroughly was kneeling identified with penance that the 
early Christians were forbidden to kneel on Sundays and 
during the Easter Season when the prevailing spirit of the 
liturgy was that of joy and thanksgiving. In the Middle Ages 
kneeling came to signify the homage of a vassal to his lord, 
and more recently this posture has come to signify 
adoration. It is for this reason that many bishops have 
chosen the posture of kneeling for the entire Eucharistic 
Prayer.  
Sitting is the posture of listening and meditation, so the 
congregation sits for the pre-Gospel readings and may also 
sit for the period of meditation following Communion. 
 
Gestures too involve our bodies in prayer. The most familiar 
of these is the Sign of the Cross with which we begin Mass 
and with which, in the form of a blessing, the Mass 
concludes. Because it was by his death on the cross that 
Christ redeemed humankind, we trace the sign of the cross 
on our foreheads, lips and hearts at the beginning of the 
Gospel. Fr. Romano Guardini, a scholar and professor of 
liturgy wrote of this gesture: When we cross ourselves, let it 
be with a real sign of the cross. Instead of a small, cramped 
gesture that gives no notion of its meaning, let us make a 
large, unhurried sign, from forehead to breast, from 
shoulder to shoulder, consciously feeling how it includes the 
whole of us, our thoughts, our attitudes, our body and soul, 
every part of us all at once, how it consecrates and 
sanctifies us ... (Romano Guardini, Sacred Signs, 1927) 
 
But there are other gestures that intensify our prayer at 
Mass. During the Confiteor the action of striking our breasts 
at the words through my own fault can strengthen my 
awareness that my sin is my fault. In the Creed we are 
invited to bow at the words which commemorate the 
Incarnation: by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of 
the Virgin Mary and became man. This gesture signifies our 
profound respect and gratitude to Christ who, though God, 
did not hesitate to come among us as a human being, 
sharing our human condition in order to save us from sin 
and restore us to friendship with God. This gratitude is 
expressed with even greater solemnity on the Feast of the 
Annunciation of the Lord and on Christmas when we 
genuflect at these words. (to be continued) 

“And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen His glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only-begotten 

son, full of grace and truth”. John 1:14 

“And Mary gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn”. Luke 2:7  

Today we thank the heavenly Father 

for the greatest gift He gave to us in 

Jesus. I take this opportunity to thank 

all of you for your love and support. 
Special thanks to each and every 

volunteer doing different ministries in 

our parish. I also thank the CWL and 

parishioners for their special offerings, 

and for the greetings and gifts you 

gave to me personally. Fr. Paul 


