
General Audience of Pope Benedict XVI on 
Wednesday February 6, 2013 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 
In our continuing catechesis during this Year of 
Faith, we now reflect on the Creed’s description 

of God as “Creator of heaven and earth”. In the 
work of creation, God is seen as the almighty 

Father who by his eternal Word brings into 
existence a universe of goodness, harmony and 
beauty. The world thus has meaning as a part 

of the divine plan, a plan which in a special way 
embraces man and woman as the culmination 

of God’s creative activity. The Scriptures teach 
us that man was created in the image and 
likeness of God, formed from the dust of the 

earth. Here we see the basis not only of the 
unity of the human family but also of our 

inviolable human dignity. We also see 
something of the mystery of man as a finite 
creature called to a sublime role in God’s 

eternal plan. The tragedy of Adam’s sin, by 
falsifying our original relationship with God, has 

affected our relationship with one another and 
the world itself. Through the saving obedience 

of Christ, the new Adam, God himself has 
justified us and enabled us to live in freedom as 
his beloved sons and daughters. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from February 9—17, 2012        
 

Saturday  5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro  

(All Masses with-    by family 

Anointing of the sick).  Angela Delle Monacke  

      by Joe & Lidia Labricciosa 

     Rocco Perrotto 

Sunday 9:00AM † Adinesca & Ada Magazzeni 

      by Aladino & Maria Magazzeni 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday    No Mass 

Tuesday 9:00AM  For the intentions of Roger Costa 

      by the Costa family   

Ash Wednesday 9:15AM † John McNeill  

      by St. Andrew’s School Staff 

  7:00PM † Silvana Pace  

      by George Sorbara & family 

Thursday 9:00AM † Mike & Mela Fazzalari  

      by Vince & Maria Fazzalari 

Friday  9:00AM † Pathma Elsie Selvaratnam 

      by Wigna & Ranji Benedict 

  7:00PM  Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 5:00PM † Carmela Agostino  

      by daughter Nancy Fazari 

     Antonio Gallo by family 

Sunday 9:00AM † Mary Grace Rao  

      by Stella Pychel 

     Fabiilli Enerina  
      by Mr. & Mrs. Antonio DeChellis 
  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1643.60 
Building Fund - $400.00 

Bless you for your continued  
generous support. 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time — February 10
th

, 2013  

Upcoming Parish Events 

 

Catholicism Series Film 

Screening: starting Tuesday 

February 19th, 2013 at 7:00pm in 

our Church. 

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids.  This program will resume 

during the March Break (March 11th 

–15th) with daily classes, 9am—1pm. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: 

February 12 at 5:00pm. 

 

Ash Wednesday: February 13th 

Mass at 9:15am and 7:00pm.   

 

Confession: Saturday March 2nd 

10:00am—2:00pm, in all churches of 

the Diocese of St. Catharines. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

Excerpts from Holy Father’s message for the Twenty-First 
World Day of the Sick 

1. February 11, 2013, the liturgical memorial of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, the Twenty-first World Day of the Sick. This day 
represents for the sick, for health care workers, for the faithful 
and for all people of goodwill “a privileged time of prayer, of 
sharing, of offering one’s sufferings for the good of the 
Church, and a call for all to recognize in the features of their 
suffering brothers and sisters the Holy Face of Christ, who, by 
suffering, dying and rising has brought about the salvation of 
mankind” (John Paul II, Letter for the Institution of the World 
Day of the Sick, 13 May 1992, 3). May all of you be sustained 
by the comforting words of the Fathers of the Second Vatican 
Council: “You are not alone, separated, abandoned or 
useless. You have been called by Christ and are his living and 
transparent image” (Message to the Poor, the Sick and the 
Suffering). 
2. I would like to propose for your reflection the exemplary 
figure of the Good Samaritan (cf. Lk 10:25-37). It helps us to 
understand the deep love of God for every human being, 
especially those afflicted by sickness or pain. With the 
concluding words of the parable of the Good Samaritan, “Go 
and do likewise” (Lk 10:37), the Lord also indicates the 
attitude that each of his disciples should have towards others, 
especially those in need. We need to draw from the infinite 
love of God, through an intense relationship with him in 
prayer, the strength to live day by day with concrete concern, 
like that of the Good Samaritan, for those suffering in body 
and spirit who ask for our help, whether or not we know them 
and however poor they may be. “It is not by sidestepping or 
fleeing from suffering that we are healed, but rather by our 
capacity for accepting it, maturing through it and finding 
meaning through union with Christ, who suffered with infinite 
love” (Spe Salvi, 37). 
4. The Year of Faith which we are celebrating is a fitting 
occasion for intensifying the service of charity in our ecclesial 
communities, so that each one of us can be a good Samaritan 
for others, for those close to us. Here I would like to recall the 
innumerable figures in the history of the Church who helped 
the sick to appreciate the human and spiritual value of their 
suffering, so that they might serve as an example and an 
encouragement. Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the 
Holy Face, was able to experience “in deep union with the 
Passion of Jesus” the illness that brought her “to death 
through great suffering”. The Venerable Luigi Novarese, 
throughout his ministry realized the special importance of 
praying for and with the sick and suffering, and he would often 
accompany them to Marian shrines, especially to the Grotto of 
Lourdes. Blessed Teresa of Calcutta would always begin her 
day with an encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist and then 
she would go out into the streets, rosary in hand, to find and 
serve the Lord in the sick, especially in those “unwanted, 
unloved, uncared for”. In the Gospel the Blessed Virgin Mary 
stands out as one who follows her suffering Son to the 
supreme sacrifice on Golgotha. She does not lose hope in 
God’s victory over evil, pain and death, and she knows how to 
accept in one embrace of faith and love, the Son of God who 
was born in the stable of Bethlehem and died on the Cross. 
Her steadfast trust in the power of God was illuminated by 
Christ’s resurrection, which offers hope to the suffering and 
renews the certainty of the Lord’s closeness and consolation. 

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees saying, “Go 
away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man!”… 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching people.” 
When they had brought their boats 
to shore, they left everything and 
followed Jesus. 

Luke 5:1-11 

A new column in our Bulletin - PRAYER REQUESTS 

Requesting your valuable prayers for those who are 

sick at home, or in the hospital:  If you, or someone 

you know, is ill or in the hospital and would like to be 

on the prayer list, call the parish office at 905-732-

5046. We will keep the name for 2 weeks. Please also 

notify the parish office if the person is still in serious 

condition so that we may continue to keep the name 

on the list. (We will continue the common prayers for 

the sick in the ‘prayers for the faithful’).   
 

We ask  that you kindly pray for following 

members of our parish community: Bruna 

Belcamino, Annie Savel, Gary Garland, 

Domenic Locco and Arthur M. Blanchard. 

Sacrament of Penance 
On Saturday March 2, 2013, in every parish church across the diocese, a 
priest will be available from 10a.m.—2p.m. to hear individual confessions.  
No matter how long it has been, you are welcome to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Penance, which assist us in spiritual discipline as we turn 
away from sin and open our hearts to reconciliation and healing. 

During this Year of Faith, discover the “big picture of the Bible” as St. 
Alexander Church hosts Jeff Cavins’ popular 24-part series, “The Great 
Adventure; A journey through the Bible”.  This exciting study will take your 
understanding of the Scriptures and your faith to a new level. 
The series begins at 7:00p.m. on Thursday February 14 at St. Alexander 
Church.  Please register by calling 905-892-3090.  Course materials will be 
available for purchase during the first class. 

Are you tired of living alone?  Consider Mount Carmel Home in St. 
Catharines.  A retirement home operated by the Carmelite Sisters, offering 
assisted living in an affordable and caring family tradition.  Care services 
include meals, housekeeping and medication management.  Rooms are now 
available.  If interested please call 905-685-9155. 

Fasting and Abstinence During the Lenten Season 
Catholics between the ages of 15-60 are bound by the Law of Abstinence 
(not eating meat) on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  The Law of Fasting 
binds catholics who are healthy and above the age of 17 to eat only one 
meal throughout the day. Another option is a liquid only diet for the day.   
Although abstaining from meat on Friday is not required in Canada, Bishop 
Bergie encourages the practice during Lent. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20071130_spe-salvi_en.html
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en.html

