
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI FOR 
LENT 2013 

"Believing in charity calls forth charity" 
“We have come to know and to believe in the love God 

has for us” (1 Jn 4:16) 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The celebration of Lent, in the context of the Year of 

Faith, offers us a valuable opportunity to meditate on 

the relationship between faith and charity: between 

believing in God – the God of Jesus Christ – and love, 

which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit and which guides us 

on the path of devotion to God and others. 

1. Faith as a response to the love of God 

In my first Encyclical, I offered some thoughts on the 

close relationship between the theological virtues of 

faith and charity. Setting out from Saint John’s 

fundamental assertion: “We have come to know and to 

believe in the love God has for us” (1 Jn 4:16), I 

observed that “being Christian is not the result of an 

ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an 

event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a 

decisive direction … Since God has first loved us (cf. 1 

Jn 4:10), love is now no longer a mere ‘command’; it is 

the response to the gift of love with which God draws 

near to us” (Deus Caritas Est, 1). Faith is this personal 

adherence – which involves all our faculties – to the 

revelation of God’s gratuitous and “passionate” love for 

us, fully revealed in Jesus Christ. The encounter with 

God who is Love engages not only the heart but also 

the intellect: “Acknowledgement of the living God is one 

path towards love, and the ‘yes’ of our will to his will 

unites our intellect, will and sentiments in the all-

embracing act of love. But this process is always open-

ended; love is never ‘finished’ and complete” (ibid., 17). 

Hence, for all Christians, and especially for “charity 

workers”, there is a need for faith, for “that encounter 

with God in Christ which awakens their love and opens 

their spirits to others. As a result, love of neighbour will 

no longer be for them a commandment imposed, so to 

speak, from without, but a consequence deriving from 

their faith, a faith which becomes active through 

love” (ibid., 31a). Christians are people who have been 

conquered by Christ’s love and accordingly, under the 

influence of that love – “Caritas Christi urget nos” (2 

Cor 5:14) – they are profoundly open to loving their 

neighbour in concrete ways (cf. ibid., 33). This attitude 

arises primarily from the consciousness of being loved, 

forgiven, and even served by the Lord, who bends down 

to wash the feet of the Apostles and offers himself on 

the Cross to draw humanity into God’s love. 

“Faith tells us that God has given his Son for our sakes 

and gives us the victorious certainty that it is really 

true: God is love! … Faith, which sees the love of God 

revealed in the pierced heart of Jesus on the Cross, 

gives rise to love. Love is the light – and in the end, the 

only light – that can always illuminate a world grown 

dim and give us the courage needed to keep living and 

working” (ibid., 39). All this helps us to understand that 

the principal distinguishing mark of Christians is 

precisely “love grounded in and shaped by faith” (ibid., 

7).     To be continued 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from February 23—March 3, 2012        
 

Saturday 5:00PM † Rani Joseph  

      by Anton & Indri Swampillai 

     Maria Minervini  

      by the Minervini family 

Sunday 9:00AM † For all Souls in Purgatory 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday 9:00AM † Mauro Tummolo  

      by Vince & Maria Fazzalari 

Tuesday 9:00AM  Cathy Robb & family 

      by Linda Matchett 

7:00PM Screening of Catholicism documetary series at the Rectory 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Pierino Ioannoni  

      by wife Bruna & family 

Thursday 9:00AM † Rocco Perotto 

Friday  9:00AM † Laurina Pio by Mary Tiberi 

  7:00PM  Stations of the Cross and Benediction 

Saturday  5:00PM †  Betty, Austin & Irene Short  

      by Catechist Sisters (Thorold) 

     Vincenzo, Antonietta & Umberto  

     Nobile by Frank & Frances Sdao 

Sunday 9:00AM † George Pacasa  

      by Mary Staruck 

     Cynthia Hamid  

      by Margaret Marko 

     Leo Caporicci  

      by wife & family 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1928.60 
Building Fund - $66.00 

Bless you for your continued  
generous support. 

Second Sunday of Lent — February 24
th

, 2013  

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 

 

 

 

Catholicism 10 part Series Film 

Screening: every Tuesday, 
7:00pm at the rectory. 
 

Confession: Saturday March 2nd 

10:00am—2:00pm, in all churches 

of the Diocese of St. Catharines. 

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids.  This program will resume 

during the March Break (March 11th 

–15th) with daily classes, 9am—1pm. 

 

Confirmation: March 19th, 7pm. 

 

Parish Pasta Dinner :Sunday,  April 

7, 12-4pm 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

St. John Chrysostom On Fasting 

(347AD-407AD, Archbishop of Constantinople, was 

an important early father of the Church.  He is 

known for his eloquence in preaching and public 

speaking.  His nickname “Chrysostom” means 

“Golden Mouth”.) 

 

“Do you fast? Give me proof of it by your works.  If 

you see a poor man, take pity on him.  If you see a 

friend being honoured, do not envy him. 

 

Do not let only your mouth fast, but also the eye and 

the ear and the feet and the hands and all the 

members of your bodies. 

 

Let the hands fast, by being free of avarice.  Let the 

feet fast, by ceasing to run after sin. 

 

Let the eyes fast, by disciplining them not to glare at 

that which is sinful. 

 

Let the ear fast, by not listening to evil talk and 

gossip. Let the mouth fast from foul words and 

unjust criticism. 

 

For what good is it if we abstain from birds and 

fishes, but bite and devour our brothers? 

 

May He who came to the world to save sinners, 

strengthen us to complete the fast with humility, 

have mercy on us and save us.”  Amen. 

While he was saying this, a cloud 
came and overshadowed them; and 
they were terrified as they entered the 
cloud.  Then from the cloud came a 
voice that said, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice 
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 
 
And the disciples kept silent and in 
those days told no one any of the 
things they have seen. 

 
Luke 9:28-36 

A new column in our Bulletin - PRAYER REQUESTS 

Requesting your valuable prayers for those who are sick at home, or in the 

hospital:  If you, or someone you know, is ill or in the hospital and would like 

to be on the prayer list, call the parish office at 905-732-5046. We will keep 

the name for 2 weeks. Please also notify the parish office if the person is still 

in serious condition so that we may continue to keep the name on the list.  

 
Please remember all the ill and infirm in your prayers this week. 

World Day of Prayer 2013 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me” 

Friday March 1st, 2013 at St. Kevin’s Catholic Church.   
Registration starts at 10:00am 

Bring your own lunch, beverages will be available.  Everyone is encouraged 
to join.  Contact Mary Mollica if  interested 905-732-1146. 

Nicolina DiCenso, a long-time parishioner and CWL member 
at St. Andrew the Apostle Parish, passed away on Monday 
February 18th.  A Funeral Mass was celebrated for Nicolina in 
our parish on February 22nd.  Our prayers are with Nicolina’s 
family that they may be consoled by the merciful love of God. 
We pray trusting that Nicolina is now resting with Christ Jesus. 

THE 21st ANNUAL LIFT JESUS HIGHER RALLY, 
“FAITH ON FIRE!”  

Saturday, March 2nd, 2013 from 9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Metro Toronto Convention Centre 

North Building, 255 Front Street West 
A Grace-filled Day with: 
* His Eminence, Thomas Cardinal Collins, 
Archbishop of Toronto 
* Father James Mallon, creator of the catechetical 
video series, Dogmatic Theology 
* Ralph Martin, Sr. Ann Shields & Peter Herbeck 
* Divine Mercy Celebration, Uplifting Music 
* Eucharistic Healing Procession 
* Confession and Holy Mass 
* Separate Youth Event 
 
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish is sending a group of 

our teens to attend this year’s Lift Jesus Higher 
Rally.  If interested please contact the parish office  

before Feb. 27th,12pm. 
905-732-5046 or sandrewrcc@outlook.com 

The Diocese of St. Catharines has an updated Policy and Procedures for 
Responding to Allegations of Misconduct and/or the Abuse of Minors.  The 
policy can be viewed/downloaded from the diocesan website: 
www.saintcd.com.  Copies will be provided to staff and high risk volunteers, 
and are also available in the church for those interested. 

The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday March 6.  
The office will be open between 10:00am and 1:00pm  on 
Tuesday March 5th and will resume regular office hours on 
Thursday and Friday of that week.   

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html

