
General Audience of Pope Benedict XVI 
on Wednesday January 30, 2013 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
In our continuing catechesis during 

this Year of Faith, we now reflect on the 
Creed’s description of God as “the Father 
Almighty”. Despite the crisis of fatherhood 

in many societies, the Scriptures show us 
clearly what it means to call God “Father”. 

God is infinitely generous, faithful, and 
forgiving; he so loves the world that he has 
given us his only Son for our salvation. As 

“the image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15), 
Jesus reveals God as a merciful Father who 
never abandons his children and whose 

loving concern for us embraces even the 
Cross. In Christ, God has made us his 
adopted sons and daughters. The Cross 

shows us also how God our Father is 
“almighty”. His omnipotence transcends our 
limited human concepts of power; his 

might is that of a patient love expressed in 
the ultimate victory of goodness over evil, 
life over death, and freedom over the 

bondage of sin. As we contemplate the 
Cross of Christ, let us turn to God the 
almighty Father and implore the grace to 

abandon ourselves with confidence and 
trust to his merciful love and his saving 
power. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from February 2—10, 2012        
 
 

Saturday 5:00PM † Steve Mannella  

      by Vince & Maria Mannella 

     Jacinta Fernandopulle  

      by Anton & Indri Swampillai 

Sunday 9:00AM † Stella Ramanauskas  

      by Cheryl Maurice & family 

     Sister Beatrice  

      by St. Andrew’s CWL 

     Rocco Perrotto 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday     No Mass 

Tuesday 9:00AM † Carmela Tummolo    

      by Vince & Maria Fazzalari 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Antonio Silvestri    

      by Yoli Pellegrino & family 

Thursday 9:00AM † Sister Beatrice  

      by Maria & Vince Fazzalari 

Friday  9:00AM † John McNeill  

      by St. Andrew’s School Staff 

Saturday  5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro  

      by family 

     Angela Delle Monacke  

      by Joe & Lidia Labricciosa 

     Rocco Perrotto 

Sunday 9:00AM † Adinesca & Ada Magazzeni 

      by Aladino & Maria Magazzeni 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1771.29 
Building Fund - $36.00 

Bless you for your continued  
generous support. 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time — February 3
rd

, 2013  

Upcoming Parish Events 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids.  This program is ongoing 

Saturdays 9-12am.  

 

Mass with Anointing of the Sick: 

with every Mass on the weekend of 

February 9th and 10th. 

 

Trivia Night: Saturday February 9th 

at 7:00pm in the Church Hall.   

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: 

February 12 at 5:00pm. 

 

Ash Wednesday: February 13th 

Mass at 9:15am and 7:00pm.   

 

Confession: Saturday March 2nd 

10:00am—2:00pm, in all churches of 

the Diocese of St. Catharines. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

MEDICAL-AID-IN-DYING 

21 January 2013 

It is time to act before euthanasia becomes "appropriate 

care" within Quebec's health system. 

The Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF) duly 

notes the filing of the Menard Report, which a committee of 

legal experts presented to Veronique Hivon, Quebec Minister 

responsible for the Dying with dignity portfolio, on 15 January 

2013, regarding the implementation of the recommendations 

of the Select Committee on Dying with Dignity. 

While supporting the proposal of the Menard Report to 

generalize palliative care -which is the only truly humane and 

respectful answer to the needs of the dying and their families 

– COLF strongly objects to the idea of "medical-aid-in-dying" 

and is deeply concerned about the legal, ethical and social 

ramifications such a practice would have. 

The Report perpetuates the confused language of the Select 

Committee, repeatedly playing with words in such a way as to 

disguise the reality under discussion. The truth is that "medical

-aid-in dying" is synonymous with euthanasia - a deadly 

practice that goes hand in hand with assisted suicide. Make no 

mistake: this is about killing voluntarily, thus ending a 

person's life. In the name of an incomplete concept of 

"personal autonomy", the Menard Report confirms the 

recommendations of the Select Committee and clearly opens 

the door to euthanasia. However, the Belgian experience 

represents a sobering warning. Visiting Quebec last November, 

Dr. Catherine Dopchie, a Belgian oncologist responsible for a 

palliative care unit, stated that she did not believe in the 

effectiveness of proposed safeguards. She argues that the 

practice of euthanasia, which Belgians now consider "an 

ethical and quite defensible option", "cannot be governed." 

The tenors of "medical-aid-in-dying" also want us to believe 

that there is a strong social consensus in favour of "assisted 

dying'. However, this is not so: 60% of the individuals and 

groups that made submissions to the Select Committee on 

Dying with Dignity opposed euthanasia and assisted suicide. 

Nevertheless, in as much as the Government of Quebec 

intends to bring in a bill on "medical aid-in-dying" by June of 

this year, anyone who still believes in the first of all human 

rights — the right to life — has the responsibility to take 

action. As citizens of a country that claims to be civilized, all 

people of good have the right and the duty to counter any 

attempt to legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide, and, 

instead, to promote palliative care and true compassion. 

The media, together with every member of Quebec's 

National Assembly, need to hear from constituents who are 

opposed to the bill soon to be tabled by the Marois 

Government. If passed, this bill will bypass the Criminal Code 

of Canada, which clearly prohibits both euthanasia and 

assisted suicide. 

COLF recommends that concerned individuals consult three 

organizations involved in end of life issues whose perspectives 

respect the inalienable dignity of every human person: the 
physicians alliance, "Total Refusal of 

Euthanasia" (wwwtotalrefusal.blogspot.ca) whose manifesto 

can be signed; "Vivre dans le Dignite" (www.vivredignite.com 

and www.vivredignite.blogspot.ca) whose manifesto can also 

be signed; and the "Euthanasia Prevention 

Coalition" (www.epcc.ca). COLF also offers a series of 

documents to guide reflection on this theme (www.colf.ca). 

“Therefore, gird up your loins; stand 
up and tell the people everything that I 
command you.  Do not break down 
before them, or I will break you before 
them.  And I for my part have made 
you today a fortified city, an iron pillar, 
and a bronze wall, against the whole 
land—against the kings of Judah, its 
princes, its priests, and the people of 
the land. 
“They will fight against you; but they 
shall not prevail against you, for I am 
with you, says the Lord, to deliver 
you.”  Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 

BEFORE I FORMED YOU 
Some people regard birth as a completely chance 
event. Those who plan parenthood and denial of 
it might say, "This child is our little 'accident'." 
Through Jeremiah, God teaches that human birth 
is part of God's plan. God lives beyond space and 
time in a perpetual state of NOW. God knows all 
people and sees us as part of an intricate design 
for salvation. "Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you..." is a reminder that God is in charge. 
He loves and wants each one of us. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Our Annual Parish Pancake Supper is just around the corner.  Tickets are 
being sold from the parish office and at the back of the church.  The cost is 
$3 for children and $6 for adults.   

A new column in our Bulletin - PRAYER REQUESTS 

Requesting your valuable prayers for those who are sick at home, or in the 

hospital:  If you, or someone you know, is ill or in the hospital and would like 

to be on the prayer list, call the parish office at 905-732-5046. We will keep 

the name for 2 weeks. Please also notify the parish office if the person is still 

in serious condition that we may continue to keep the name on the list. (We 

will continue the common prayers for the sick in the ‘prayers for the faithful’).   

World Day for Consecrated Life (Feb. 2nd) The purpose of the day is “to 
help the entire Church to esteem ever more greatly the witness of those who 
have chosen to follow Christ by means of the practice of the evangelical 
counsels” as well as “to be a suitable occasion for consecrated persons to 
renew their commitment and rekindle the fervour which should inspire their 
offering of themselves to the Lord”. John Paul II (1997). 

Thank you to all those who helped make the NET Ministry Retreat for our 
grade seven and eight students possible.  Thank you to the NET Ministry 
team who provided a day of faith formation for our school’s youth, the host 
families: Mary Fazzalari, Teresa Horvat, and Carmen and Vince Resch, also 
Yoli Pellegrino who prepared a lunch for the NET team, and John Labenski 
who helped arrange the church hall for the event.  Your efforts helped to 
make this day possible.  May God bless your generous hearts. 


