
“Jesus said, ‘The Kingdom of God 

is as if a man would scatter seed 
on the ground, and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the 

seed would sprout and grow, 
without his knowing how.  The 
earth produces of itself, first the 

stalk, then the head, then the full 
grain in the head.  But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he goes in 

with the sickle because the 
harvest has come.’” 

Mark 4:26-34 

‘The Christian in the world’ 
From a letter to Diognetus 

Christians are indistinguishable from other men 
either by nationality, language or customs. They do 

not inhabit separate cities of their own, or speak a 
strange dialect, or follow some outlandish way of life. 
Their teaching is not based upon reveries inspired by 
the curiosity of men. Unlike some other people, they 

champion no purely human doctrine. With regard to 
dress, food and manner of life in general, they follow 
the customs of whatever city they happen to be living 
in. 

And yet there is something extraordinary about 
their lives. They live in their own countries as though 
they were only passing through. They play their full 
role as citizens, but labour under all the disabilities of 

aliens. Any country can be their homeland, but for 
them their homeland, wherever it may be, is a foreign 
country. They live in the flesh, but they are not 
governed by the desires of the flesh. They pass their 

days upon earth, but they are citizens of heaven.  
Christians love all men, but all men persecute 

them. Condemned because they are not understood, 
they are put to death, but raised to life again. They 
live in poverty, but enrich many; they are totally 

destitute, but possess an abundance of everything. 
They suffer dishonour, but that is their glory. They are 
defamed, but vindicated. A blessing is their answer to 
abuse, reverence their response to insult. For the good 

they do they receive the punishment of wrongdoers, 
but even then they rejoice, as though receiving the 
gift of life.  

To speak in general terms, we may say that 

the Christian is to the world what the soul is to the 
body. As the soul is present in every part of the body, 
while remaining distinct from it, so Christians are 
found in all the cities of the world, but cannot be 

identified with the world. As the visible body contains 
the invisible soul, so Christians are seen living in the 
world, but their religious life remains unseen. The 
body hates the soul and wars against it, not because 

of any injury the soul has done it, but because of the 
restriction the soul places on its pleasures. Similarly, 
the world hates the Christians, not because they have 
done it any wrong, but because they are opposed to 
its enjoyments. 

Christians love those who hate them just as 
the soul loves the body and all its members despite 
the body’s hatred. It is by the soul, enclosed within 
the body, that the body is held together, and similarly, 

it is by the Christians, detained in the world as in a 
prison, that the world is held together. The soul, 
though immortal, has a mortal dwelling place; and 
Christians also live for a time amidst perishable things, 

while awaiting the freedom from change and decay 
that will be theirs in heaven. As the soul benefits from 
the deprivation of food and drink, so Christians flourish 
under persecution. Such is the Christian’s lofty and 

divinely appointed function, from which he is not 
permitted to excuse himself. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from June 16—24, 2012        

 

Saturday 5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro by wife & family 

     Fred Leon by wife Betty & family 

     Antonio Maddalena    

      by Lina Maddalena & family  

     In honour of St. Anthony of Padua 

      by the morning prayer group 

Sunday  9:00AM † Carl & Olive Madsen    

      by Cheryl Maurice & family 

     John Kotula by family 

     Beny Inneo by wife Nardina & family 

     Ippolito Mauro by Ines Mauro 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday 6:00PM  Graduation Mass 

Tuesday 7:00PM † Antonio & Teresa Giovinazzo 

      by Dominico Rao 

Wednesday  9:00AM † Pierino Ioannonni by Loretta Marion 

Thursday 9:10AM  For St. Andrew’s School Students and 

     Staff by St. Andrew’s CWL 

Friday  9:00AM † F.X. Nicholas  

      by Anton & Indri Swampillai 

Saturday 5:00PM † Carlo Ioannoni by the Ioannoni family 

     Phil Tiberi by wife & family 

     Padre Giovanni DeBiasio   

      by the Fred Leon family 

Sunday  9:00AM † Antonio Giovinazzo by wife Anna 

     Angelina Santone by Mary Ricci 

     Silvana Pace by Rino Bernardi 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1661.40 
Bless you for your continued 

support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time — June 17
th

, 2012           

Are you buying or selling a home or commercial property?  

You can support Priests for Life Canada at no cost to you by taking 

advantage of the Real Estate for Life program. Priests for Life Canada 

is an association of Canadian Catholic priests and lay people who give 

special emphasis to promoting and defending the sanctity of human 

life.  If you are buying or selling a home, contact the number below to 

learn how you can contribute to the cause at no cost to you.           
Call 1-877-543-3871 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

Youth Ministry Pickup Sports 

League: First session will be June 20th 

at 7pm. Youth aged 12-18 are 

encouraged to attend.  Contact Jon or 

Sarah Hardt if you are interested in 

assisting. 905-732-5798 

 

Children’s Liturgy last day before 

summer holidays: Sunday June 24th 

will be the last opportunity to participate 

in the 11am Mass Children’s Liturgy until 

it resumes on September 9th.  

 

St. Andrew’s School Graduation 

Mass: Monday June 25th at 6pm 

 

Vacation Bible School: Monday July 

16th until Friday July 20th 9am-12pm 

daily.  Contact the Parish Office to 

register before July 13th. 

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for kids 

is an adaptation of Jeff Cavins’ Bible 

study program. Mark your Saturday 

mornings starting from September 15th.  

Child & Youth Ministry News 

Vacation Bible School (V.B.S.):  

Last Sunday we held a meeting to discuss the program with the 

volunteers.  Thank you to everyone who participated.  However, we 

are still in need of more volunteers (ages 13 and up): 

If you have an interest in the arts (drama, music, or visual arts) 

we need your help. 

We also are looking for volunteers to represent the following 

countries with traditional costume and other customs: Poland, 

Canada, Mexico, Italy and France. 
 

Registration for VBS has begun and the deadline is Friday July 

13th.  The cost, $10 per child, includes five mornings of snacks, 

crafts, music, fun and games and faith activities.  This program is 

offered for children aged 4-10 and will run July 16-20, 9AM-12PM, 

concluding the week with a Closing Mass and Celebration on Friday 

by 2PM.   

Contact the parish office to register: 905-732-5046. 

A Father's Day Praises by Kirk Loadman 

 

Let us praise those fathers who have striven to balance 

the demands of work, marriage, and children with an 

honest awareness of both joy and sacrifice. Let us 

praise those fathers who, lacking a good model for a 

father, have worked to become a good father.  

 

Let us praise those fathers who by their own account 

were not always there for their children, but who 

continue to offer those children, now grown, their love 

and support. Let us pray for those fathers who have 

been wounded by the neglect and hostility of their 

children.  

 

Let us praise those fathers who, despite divorce, have 

remained in their children's lives. Let us praise those 

fathers whose children are adopted, and whose love 

and support has offered healing.  

 

Let us praise those fathers who, as stepfathers, freely 

choose the obligation of fatherhood and earned their 

step children's love and respect. Let us praise those 

fathers who have lost a child to death, and continue to 

hold the child in their heart.  

 

Let us praise those men who have no children, but 

cherish the next generation as if they were their own.  

 

Let us praise those men who have "fathered" us in 

their role as mentors and guides.  

 

Let us praise those men who are about to become 

fathers; may they openly delight in their children.  

 

And let us praise those fathers who have died, but live 

on in our memory and whose love continues to nurture 

us.  

Father’s Day Laughs  

Thanks for the Soda, Pop! Before I took the old family 

car to college, my father loaded the trunk with soft-

drink bottles filled with oil, coolant and transmission 

fluid. Sure enough, my car overheated. Scolding myself 

for not listening to my father’s instructions, I looked at 

the engine and saw how well he knew me. The oil cap 

was labeled Dr. Pepper, the transmission stick, Coke, 

and the empty coolant container, Diet Pepsi. I finished 

the trip safely.  

Paternal Payback On the day I received my learner’s 

permit, my father agreed to take me out for a driving 

lesson. With a big grin, he hopped in behind the 

driver’s seat. “Why aren’t you sitting up front on the 

passenger’s side?” I asked. 

“Kirsten, I’ve been waiting for this ever since you were 

a little girl,” Dad replied. “Now it’s my turn to sit back 

here and kick the seat.” 


