
“The time came for Elizabeth to 

give birth, and she bore a son.  

On the eighth day they came to 

circumcise the child, and they were 

going to name him Zechariah after 

his father.  But his mother said, 

“No; he is to be called John.” Then 

they began motioning to his father 

to find out what name he wanted to 

give him. 

He asked for a writing tablet and 

wrote, “his name is John.”  And all 

o f  t h e m  w e r e  a m a z e d .  

Immediately his mouth was opened 

and his tongue freed, and he began 

to speak, praising God.” 

Luke 1:57-66, 80 

     “The voice of one crying in the wilderness”  

                             by St. Augustine                                                                                

  

 The Church observes the birth of John as in 

some way sacred; and you will not find any other of 
the great men of old whose birth we celebrate 
officially. We celebrate John’s, as we celebrate 
Christ’s. This point cannot be passed over in silence, 

and if I may not perhaps be able to explain it in the 
way that such an important matter deserves, it is still 
worth thinking about it a little more deeply and 
fruitfully than usual. 

 John is born of an old woman who is barren; 
Christ is born of a young woman who is a virgin. That 
John will be born is not believed, and his father is 
struck dumb; that Christ will be born is believed, and 
he is conceived by faith. 

   I have proposed some matters for inquiry, and 
listed in advance some things that need to be 
discussed. I have introduced these points even if we 
are not up to examining all the twists and turns of 

such a great mystery, either for lack of capacity or for 
lack of time. You will be taught much better by the 
one who speaks in you even when I am not here; the 
one about whom you think loving thoughts, the one 

whom you have taken into your hearts and whose 
temple you have become. 
   John, it seems, has been inserted as a kind of 
boundary between the two Testaments, the Old and 

the New. So he represents the old and heralds the 
new. Because he represents the old, he is born of an 
elderly couple; because he represents the new, he is 
revealed as a prophet in his mother’s womb. You will 

remember that, before he was born, at Mary’s arrival 
he leapt in his mother’s womb. Already he had been 
marked out there, designated before he was born; it 
was already shown whose forerunner he would be, 
even before he saw him. These are divine matters, 

and exceed the measure of human frailty. Finally, he is 
born, he receives a name, and his father’s tongue is 
loosed. 
 Zachary is struck dumb and loses his voice, 

until John, the Lord’s forerunner, is born and releases 
his voice for him. What does Zachary’s silence mean, 
but that prophecy was obscure and, before the 
proclamation of Christ, somehow concealed and shut 

up? It is released and opened up by his arrival, it 
becomes clear when the one who was being 
prophesied is about to come. The releasing of 
Zachary’s voice at the birth of John has the same 

significance as the tearing of the veil of the Temple at 
the crucifixion of Christ. If John were meant to 
proclaim himself, he would not be opening Zachary’s 
mouth. The tongue is released because a voice is 

being born – for when John was already heralding the 
Lord, he was asked, Who are you and he replied I am 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness.  John is the 
voice, but the Lord in the beginning was the Word. 
John is a voice for a time, but Christ is the eternal 

Word from the beginning.  

Mass Schedule & Intentions from June 23—July 1, 2012        

Saturday 5:00PM † Carlo Ioannoni by the Ioannoni family 

     Phil Tiberi by wife & family 

     Padre Giovanni DeBiasio   

      by the Fred Leon family 

Sunday  9:00AM † Antonio Giovinazzo by wife Anna 

     Angelina Santone by Mary Ricci 

     Silvana Pace by Rino Bernardi 

     Letizia Scapillati by Connie & family  

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday  6:00PM  St. Andrew’s School Graduation Mass 

Tuesday 7:00PM † Maria Minervini by Gina DiPietro 

Wednesday  9:00AM † Adele DiMartile  

      by Vince & Maria Fazzalari 

Thursday 9:00AM † Domenic Bruzzese  

      by Mr. & Mrs. Roco Giovinazzo 

  7:00PM  Adoration   

Friday  9:00AM † Domenico Ventresca    

      by Chiarina Ferrusi & family 

Saturday  5:00PM † Angelo Tancredi by Yolanda & family 

     Yolanda Czerlau by Linda Matchett 

     Aloy Philip  

      by Anton & Indri Swampillai 

Sunday 9:00AM † Loui & Theresa Sopic   

      by Teresa Horvat 

     Angelina Santone  

      by Larry & Cathy Cote 

     Mary Grace Rao by Sarah Fornaseiro 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $2818.20 and 
$51.50 for the Renovation Fund. 

Bless you for your continued support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

From the General Audience of Pope Benedict XVI 

on Wednesday June 20, 2012 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As part of our continuing reflection on prayer in the 

letters of Saint Paul, we now turn to the great prayer of 

praise and blessing found at the beginning of the Letter 

to the Ephesians. Paul blesses the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ for making known to us “the 

mystery of his will” (Eph1:9), his eternal plan for our 

salvation. Before the creation of the world, God “chose 

us in Christ” (1:4) to be his adopted children and to 

receive a glorious inheritance. Through the blood of 

Christ’s cross, he showed the depth of his merciful 

love, forgave our sins and reconciled us to himself. By 

the gift of the Holy Spirit, he gave us the seal and 

pledge of our definitive redemption in the fullness of 

time. Paul’s prayer invites us to contemplate the 

unfolding of God’s saving plan in history and to 

discern the signs of its presence in our own lives and in 

the life of the Church. In our own prayer, may we 

praise the mystery of our election in Christ, and open 

our hearts and lives ever more fully to the transforming 

presence of the Blessed Trinity. 

Birth of John the Baptist — June 24
th

, 2012           

Upcoming Parish Events 
 
 

St. Andrew’s Graduation Mass: 

Monday June 24th at 6pm. 

Youth Ministry Pickup Sports: 

Wednesdays at 7pm at St. Andrew’s 

School field. 

Adoration of the Holy Eucharist: 

Thursday June 28th, at 7pm. 

Children’s Liturgy last day before 

summer holidays: Sunday June 24th 

will be the last opportunity to participate 

in the 11am Mass Children’s Liturgy until 

it resumes on September 9th.  

Vacation Bible School: Monday July 

16th until Friday July 20th 9am-12pm 

daily.  Contact the Parish Office to 

register before July 13th. 

Great Adventure Bible Study for kids 

is an adaptation of Jeff Cavins’ Bible 

study program. Mark your Saturday 

mornings starting from September 15th.  

St. Andrew’s Pickup 

Sports for Youth 

We invite all those 

interested in playing a 

fun game of soccer to 

meet us at St. 

Andrew’s School at 

7pm on Wednesdays 

throughout the 

summer.  Please 

bring a water bottle 

and wear appropriate 

shoes. 

This is a free event 

organized by St. 

Andrew’s Youth 

Ministry 

Mass and Healing Service 

Friday, June 29, 2012 @ 8:00 P.M. 

Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria 

Celebrant - Rev. Father Lui Santi 

Precious Blood Missionaries 

      Feast of Apostles Peter  
             & Paul (June 29th) 

      Veneration of the two  

      great Apostles, Peter and 

      Paul, has its roots in the 

      very foundations of the 

      Church. They are the solid 

      rock on which the Church 

      is built. They are at the 

origin of her faith and will forever remain her protectors and 

her guides. To them Rome owes her true greatness, for it 

was under God's providential guidance that they were led to 

make the capital of the Empire, sanctified by their 

martyrdom, the center of the Christian world whence should 

radiate the preaching of the Gospel.  

St. Peter suffered martyrdom under Nero, in A.D. 66 or 67. 

He was buried on the hill of the Vatican where recent 

excavations have revealed his tomb on the very site of the 

basilica of St. Peter's. St. Paul was beheaded in the via 

Ostia on the spot where now stands the basilica bearing his 

name. Over the centuries Christian people in the thousands 

have gone on pilgrimage to the tombs of these Apostles. In 

the second and third centuries the Roman Church already 

stood pre-eminent by reason of her apostolicity, the infallible 

truth of her teaching and her two great figures, Sts. Peter 

and Paul. 

Registration for VBS has begun and 

the deadline is Friday July 13th.  The cost, 

$10 per child, includes five mornings of 

snacks, crafts, music, fun and games and 

faith activities.  This program is offered 

for children aged 4-10 and will run July 

16-20, 9AM-12PM, concluding the week 

with a Closing Mass (11.30) and 

Celebration on Friday by 2PM.   

Contact the parish office to register:  

905-732-5046. 

Canada Day July 1st 
July 1st is celebrated as Canada’s birthday.  Canadians should seek 
to be witnesses to Christ in Canada and the world, and to continue 

working to influence those in government to act from Christian 
principles and attitudes. 
Christians, realizing they do not have a lasting home here, should 
pray and work for justice and peace in Canada and throughout the 

world, so that all God’s people may share in the goods of this earth.  
God’s kingdom will come only when all people are ready to let 
Christ’s teaching guide and rule their lives and actions. 


