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...The Christian life consists in continuously scaling the 

mountain to meet God and then coming back down, bearing 

the love and strength drawn from him, so as to serve our 

brothers and sisters with God’s own love. In sacred Scripture, 

we see how the zeal of the Apostles to proclaim the Gospel 

and awaken people’s faith is closely related to their charitable 

concern to be of service to the poor (cf. Acts 6:1-4). In the 

Church, contemplation and action, symbolized in some way 

by the Gospel figures of Mary and Martha, have to coexist 

and complement each other (cf. Lk 10:38-42). The 

relationship with God must always be the priority, and any 

true sharing of goods, in the spirit of the Gospel, must be 

rooted in faith (cf.General Audience, 25 April 2012). 

Sometimes we tend, in fact, to reduce the term “charity” to 

solidarity or simply humanitarian aid. It is important, 

however, to remember that the greatest work of charity is 

evangelization, which is the “ministry of the word”. There is 

no action more beneficial – and therefore more charitable – 

towards one’s neighbour than to break the bread of the word 

of God, to share with him the Good News of the Gospel, to 

introduce him to a relationship with God: evangelization is the 

highest and the most integral promotion of the human 

person. As the Servant of God Pope Paul VI wrote in the 

Encyclical Populorum Progressio, the proclamation of Christ is 

the first and principal contributor to development (cf. n. 16). 

It is the primordial truth of the love of God for us, lived and 

proclaimed, that opens our lives to receive this love and 

makes possible the integral development of humanity and of 

every man (cf. Caritas in Veritate, 8). 

Essentially, everything proceeds from Love and tends 

towards Love. God’s gratuitous love is made known to us 

through the proclamation of the Gospel. If we welcome it with 

faith, we receive the first and indispensable contact with the 

Divine, capable of making us “fall in love with Love”, and then 

we dwell within this Love, we grow in it and we joyfully 

communicate it to others. 

Concerning the relationship between faith and works of 

charity, there is a passage in the Letter to the Ephesians 

which provides perhaps the best account of the link between 

the two: “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God; not 

because of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (2:8-

10). It can be seen here that the entire redemptive initiative 

comes from God, from his grace, from his forgiveness 

received in faith; but this initiative, far from limiting our 

freedom and our responsibility, is actually what makes them 

authentic and directs them towards works of charity. These 

are not primarily the result of human effort, in which to take 

pride, but they are born of faith and they flow from the grace 

that God gives in abundance. Faith without works is like a 

tree without fruit: the two virtues imply one another. Lent 

invites us, through the traditional practices of the Christian 

life, to nourish our faith by careful and extended listening to 

the word of God and by receiving the sacraments, and at the 

same time to grow in charity and in love for God and 

neighbour, not least through the specific practices of fasting, 

penance and almsgiving…  

(To be continued) (www.vatican.va) 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from March 9—17, 2012     
    

Saturday 5:00PM † Antonio Gallo by family 

     Mariendra Bastiampillai  

      by Anton & Indri Swampillai 

     Lina & Mario Pagliacci  

      by Bruna Ioannoni & family 

Sunday 9:00AM † Franc Horvat  

      by wife Teresa Horvat 

     Frank DiCenso by family 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday 9:00AM † Alberto Veltri  

      by Frank & Franca Sdao 

Tuesday 9:00AM † Jessie & Veronica Kirby  

      by Leo Kirby  

  6:30PM Catholicism Film Screening at the Rectory 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Laurina Pio  

      by Mr. & Mrs. Vince Mannella 

Thursday 9:00AM † Pauline Villella  

      by Bruno & Tracey Ottaviano 

Friday   9:00AM † Pierino Ioannoni  

      by Quinto & Maria D’Amico 

  7:00PM Stations of the Cross followed by Adoration 

Saturday 5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro by family 

     For the special intention of Teresa Angi 

Sunday 9:00AM † Enzo & Elio Magazzeni  

      by Aladino & Maria Magazzeni 

     Angela Ventresca  

      by Luciano Ventresca 

     Nicolina DiCenso  

      by Tony & Rachele Giammarco 

  11:00AM †         Fr. Antony Vuksinic (1st anniversary) 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1765.90 
Building Fund - $618.00    Flowers for Easter $66.00 

Bless you for your continued  generous support. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent — March 10
th

, 2013  

Holy Week Schedule 
 

(Passion) Palm Sunday Sat. 5pm, 

Sun. 9am; 10:45am blessing of palms 

Procession from St. Andrews School  

Holy Thursday 7pm Mass & Adoration 

Good Friday Service 3pm; Stations of 

the Cross 7pm 

Holy Saturday 10:30am Reconciliation  

11:45am Blessing of food Baskets 

8:15 pm Easter Vigil Mass 

Easter Sunday Masses: 9am & 11am  

Divine Mercy Sunday Sat. April 6, 

Mass 5pm & Sun. April 7, 9am & 11am  

Divine Mercy Celebration 2pm-3:30pm 
 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

Catholicism 10 part Series Film 

Screening: every Monday, 6:30pm at 

the rectory. 

 

Confirmation: Tues. March 19th, 7pm. 

 

Parish Pasta Dinner :Sunday,  April 

7, 12-4pm.  Tickets are $10 for adults 

and $5 for children (5-12). 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

The passion of the whole body of Christ 

From a commentary on the psalms by 

Saint Augustine, bishop 

 

Lord, I have cried to you, hear me. This is a 

prayer we can all say. This is not my prayer, 

but that of the whole Christ. Rather, it is said 

in the name of his body. When Christ was on 

earth he prayed in his human nature, and 

prayed to the Father in the name of his body, 

and when he prayed drops of blood flowed 

from his whole body. So it is written in the 

Gospel: Jesus prayed with earnest prayer, and 

sweated blood. What is this blood streaming 

from his whole body but the martyrdom of the 

whole Church? 

  Lord, I have cried to you, hear me; listen to 

the sound of my prayer, when I call upon you. 

Did you imagine that crying was over when 

you said: I have cried to you? You have cried 

out, but do not as yet feel free from care. If 

anguish is at an end, crying is at an end; but if 

the Church, the body of Christ, must suffer 

anguish until the end of time, it must not say 

only: I have cried to you, hear me; it must 

also say: Listen to the sound of my prayer, 

when I call upon you. 

  Let my prayer rise like incense in your sight; 

let the raising of my hands be an evening 

sacrifice. 

  This is generally understood of Christ, the 

head, as every Christian acknowledges. When 

day was fading into evening, the Lord laid 

down his life on the cross, to take it up again; 

he did not lose his life against his will. Here, 

too, we are symbolised. What part of him hung 

on the cross if not the part he had received 

from us? How could God the Father ever cast 

off and abandon his only Son, who is indeed 

one God with him? Yet Christ, nailing our 

weakness to the cross (where, as the Apostle 

says: Our old nature was nailed to the cross 

with him), cried out with the very voice of 

humanity: My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me? 

  The evening sacrifice is then the passion of 

the Lord, the cross of the Lord, the oblation of 

the victim that brings salvation, the holocaust 

acceptable to God. In his resurrection he made 

this evening sacrifice a morning sacrifice. 

Prayer offered in holiness from a faithful heart 

rises like incense from a holy altar. Nothing is 

more fragrant than the fragrance of the Lord. 

May all who believe share in this fragrance. 

  Therefore, our old nature in the words of the 

Apostle, was nailed to the cross with him, in 

order, as he says, to destroy our sinful body, 

so that we may be slaves to sin no longer. 

“Then the father said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours..  But we have 
to celebrate and rejoice, because 
this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and 
has been found.’” 
 

Luke 15:1-13, 11-32 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Requesting your valuable prayers for those who are sick at home, or in 

the hospital:  If you, or someone you know, is ill or in the hospital and 

would like to be on the prayer list, call the parish office at 905-732-5046. 

We will keep the name for 2 weeks. Please also notify the parish office if 

the person is still in serious condition so that we may continue to keep the 

name on the list.  
 

We ask that you kindly remember Roseline McCombs in your prayers this 

week. 

The National Catholic Mission 2013, “The Year of Faith,” will be broadcast 
on VISIONTV on Monday, March 25th (Pt.1) and Tuesday March 26th 
(Pt.2) at 6:00pm and repeated at 10:00pm.  It will feature Father Ron 
Rolheiser, O.M.I. on the importance of trust and Fr. Anthony Gittins, 
C.S.Sp. On what Jesus wants us to remember.   

A Day of Discernment for young men, high school aged and older who 
would like to find out more about the Diocesan Priesthood will be held at 
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, in St. Catharines, on Saturday, April 20, 2013 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Lunch will be provided. 
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