
“So then the Lord Jesus, after he 

had spoken to them, was taken 
up into heaven and sat down at 

the right hand of God.   
And the apostles went out and 
proclaimed the good news 

everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed 

the message by the signs that 
accompanied it.” 

Mark 16:15-20 

Our faith is increased by the Lord’s Ascension 
by St. Leo the Great, Pope 

 
At Easter, beloved brethren, it was the Lord’s 

resurrection which was the cause of our joy; our present 
rejoicing is on account of his ascension into heaven. With 
all due solemnity we are commemorating that day on which 
our poor human nature was carried up, in Christ, above all 
the hosts of heaven, above all the ranks of angels, beyond 
the highest heavenly powers to the very throne of God the 
Father. It is upon this ordered structure of divine acts that 
we have been firmly established, so that the grace of God 
may show itself still more marvelous when, in spite of the 
withdrawal from men’s sight of everything that is rightly felt 
to command their reverence, faith does not fail, hope is not 
shaken, charity does not grow cold. 

For such is the power of great minds, such is the 
light of truly believing souls, that they put unhesitating faith 
in what is not seen with the bodily eye; they fix their desires 
on what is beyond sight. Such fidelity could never be born 
in our hearts, nor could anyone be justified by faith, if our 
salvation lay only in what was visible. 

And so our Redeemer’s visible presence has 
passed into the sacraments. Our faith is nobler and 
stronger because sight has been replaced by a doctrine 
whose authority is accepted by believing hearts, 
enlightened from on high. This faith was increased by the 
Lord’s ascension and strengthened by the gift of the Spirit; 
it would remain unshaken by fetters and imprisonment, 
exile and hunger, fire and ravening beasts, and the most 
refined tortures ever devised by brutal persecutors. 
Throughout the world women no less than men, tender girls 
as well as boys, have given their life’s blood in the struggle 
for this faith. It is a faith that has driven out devils, healed 
the sick and raised the dead. 

Even the blessed apostles, though they had been 
strengthened by so many miracles and instructed by so 
much teaching, took fright at the cruel suffering of the 
Lord’s passion and could not accept his resurrection 
without hesitation. Yet they made such progress through 
his ascension that they now found joy in what had terrified 
them before. They were able to fix their minds on Christ’s 
divinity as he sat at the right hand of his Father, since what 
was presented to their bodily eyes no longer hindered them 
from turning all their attention to the realization that he had 
not left his Father when he came down to earth, nor had he 
abandoned his disciples when he ascended into heaven. 

The truth is that the Son of Man was revealed as 
Son of God in a more perfect and transcendent way once 
he had entered into his Father’s glory; he now began to be 
indescribably more present in his divinity to those from 
whom he was further removed in his humanity. A more 
mature faith enabled their minds to stretch upward to the 
Son in his equality with the Father; it no longer needed 
contact with Christ’s tangible body, in which as man he is 
inferior to the Father. For while his glorified body retained 
the same nature, the faith of those who believed in him was 
now summoned to heights where, as the Father’s equal, 
the only-begotten Son is reached not by physical handling 
but by spiritual discernment. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from May 19– May 27, 2012        

 

Saturday 5:00PM  Linda Conway by the Hardt family 

    † Kenneth Czaplicki (Sr.)   

      by Carla Bianco 

     Franc Horvat by Joe & Mary Gerden 

Sunday  9:00AM † Celesta & Michelle Vietri   

      by daughter Angie Capporicci 

     Angelina Santone    

      by Domenic & Anita Belcasto 

     Loui & Theresa Sopcic   

      by Teresa Horvat 

Sunday  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday    No Mass 

Tuesday 7:00PM † Anna Vellakunnath 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Angelina Santone by Carla Silenzi 

Thursday 9:00AM † Mary Elizabeth Jones by Carla Bianco 

Friday  9:00AM † Yolanda Czerlau by Linda Matchett 

Saturday 5:00PM † Carmelo & Carmela Presti 

      by Agata Presti 

     Franc Horvat by Jozef Horvat & family 

     Marisa Stancato    

      by Frank & Franca Sdao 

Pentecost Sunday 9:00AM † Albina & Rosina Montemurro 

      by Ines Mauro 

     Angelina Santone    

      by Frank & Franca Sdao 

     Franc Horvat by Teresa Horvat 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1928.25 
Bless you for your continued support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us 

        From the general audience of  Pope Benedict 

xvi, on May 9, 2012 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In our catechesis on Christian prayer, we now consider 

Saint Peter’s miraculous liberation from imprisonment 

on the eve of his trial in Jerusalem. Saint Luke tells us 

that as “the Church prayed fervently to God for 

him” (Acts 12:5), Peter was led forth from the prison 

by an Angel of light. The account of Peter’s rescue 

recalls both Israel’s hasty exodus from bondage in 

Egypt and the glory of Christ’s resurrection. Peter was 

sleeping, a sign of his surrender to the Lord and his 

trust in the prayers of the Christian community. The 

fulfillment of this prayer is accompanied by immense 

joy, as Peter rejoins the community and bears witness 

to the Risen Lord’s saving power. Peter’s liberation 

reminds us that, especially at moments of trial, our 

perseverance in prayer, and the prayerful solidarity of 

all our brothers and sisters in Christ, sustains us in 

faith. As Peter’s Successor, I thank all of you for the 

support of your prayers and I pray that, united in 

constant prayer, we will all draw ever closer to the 

Lord and to one another. 

Ascension of the Lord -  May 20
th

, 2012           

Are you buying or selling a home or commercial property? 
 

You can support Priests for Life Canada at no cost to you by taking 

advantage of the Real Estate for Life program.   

Priests for Life Canada is an association of Canadian Catholic 

priests and lay people who give special emphasis to promoting 

and defending the sanctity of human life.    If you are buying or 

selling a home, contact the number below to learn how you can 

contribute to the cause at no cost to you.  

Call 1-877-543-3871 

Adoration & Novena to the Holy Spirit 

Throughout the nine days between the Ascension and Pentecost 

Sunday, we will be offering a daily adoration at 7:00pm.  During 

this time, we will also pray the Novena to the Holy Spirit.  The first 

evening was Friday May 18th and it will end on Saturday May 26th. 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that we, who believe that 
your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this 
day to the heavens, may in spirit dwell already in 
heavenly realms.  Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen  

Wine and Cheese Fundraiser Friday June 1st, 2012 
 

Show your support for the Welland St. Vincent de Paul Society by 

attending their upcoming Wine and Cheese Fundraiser.  On June 

1st, at St. Kevin’s Church (301 Niagara St.) from 7:00-

10:00pm.  Musical entertainment will be provided by Ron Will’s 

(Lite N’Eezy).  There will also be a raffle, 50/50 draw and a door 

prize of four field level Blue Jays Tickets. 

The Knights of Columbus council #2146 are supporting the event. 

For tickets contact Patrick at 905-732-9475.   

All tickets are $10. 

Call for Volunteers 

St. Andrew’s Child and Youth Ministry 

needs help to run our summer programs. 

Vacation Bible School:  

“A Radical Ride on the Wings of Prayer: 

With Amazing Angels and Super Saints” 

This program is offered for children aged 

4-10 and will run July 16-20, 9AM-12PM.   

Adventure Bible Study Program: 

This program, created by Jeff Kevins, is 

offered for youth aged 10-14 and will run 

in July.  Actual dates to follow. 

To donate your goods or services for 

either program please contact the 

parish office 905-732-5046. 
 

Meatball Sale Fundraiser: Saturday 

June 16th will be the preparation and 

sale of the meatballs.  Contact the Parish 

office if you wish to assist. 

World Day of Prayer for the Church in 
China 

Pope Benedict XVI chose May 24th as the 
Day of Prayer of the Church in China since 
it is the traditional feast of Our Lady of Help 
of Christians, who is venerated at the 
Shrine of Sheshan in Shanghai. 


