
SSaint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us
Let us die with Christ, to live with Christ  

by Saint Ambrose, bishop 
We see that death is gain, life is loss. Paul says: For me life 
is Christ, and death a gain. What does “Christ” mean but to 
die in the body, and receive the breath of life? Let us then 
die with Christ, to live with Christ. We should have a daily 
familiarity with death, a daily desire for death. By this kind 
of detachment our soul must learn to free itself from the 
desires of the body. It must soar above earthly lusts to a 
place where they cannot come near, to hold it fast. St. Paul 
puts that challenge in this way: ‘Who will set me free from 
this body of death? The grace of God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord’. 
         We have a doctor to heal us; let us use the remedy he 

prescribes. The remedy is the grace of Christ. Though we are 

still in the body, let us not give ourselves to the things of the 

body. We must not reject the natural rights of the body, but 

we must desire before all else the gifts of grace. What more 

need to be said? It was by the death of one man that the world 

was redeemed. Christ did not need to die if he did not want to, 

but he did not look on death as something to be despised, 

something to be avoided, and he could have found no better 

means to save us than by dying. Thus his death is life for all. 

We are sealed with the sign of his death; when we pray we 

preach his death; when we offer sacrifice we proclaim his 

death. His death is victory; his death is a sacred sign; each 

year his death is celebrated with solemnity by the whole world. 

        What more should we say about his death since we use 
this divine example to prove that it was death alone that 
won freedom from death, and death itself was its own 
redeemer? Death is then no cause for mourning, for it is the 
cause of mankind’s salvation. Death is not something to be 
avoided, for the Son of God did not think it beneath his 
dignity, nor did he seek to escape it. Death was not part of 
nature; it became part of nature. God did not decree death 
from the beginning; he prescribed it as a remedy. Human 
life was condemned because of sin to unremitting labor and 
unbearable sorrow and so began to experience the burden 
of wretchedness. There had to be a limit to its evils; death 
had to restore what life had forfeited. Without the assistance 
of grace, immortality is more of a burden than a blessing.  
 
The soul has to turn away from the aimless paths of this life, 
from the defilement of an earthly body; it must reach out to 
those assemblies in heaven (though it is given only to the 
saints to be admitted to them) to sing the praises of God. 
We learn from Scripture how God’s praise is sung to the 
music of the harp: Great and wonderful are your deeds, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are your ways, King of the 
nations. Who will not revere and glorify your nature? Holy 
David prayed that he might see and gaze on this: One thing 
I have asked of the Lord, this I shall pray for: to dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, and to see how 
gracious is the Lord. (from Divine Office) 

ARE You Registered in the PARISH?  
 
Please do not take for granted that you are registered in the 
Parish just because you attend Mass here. If we have no 
record of your parish membership, it could be quite 
embarrassing to us, to you or your family, when someone 
wishes to make wedding plans, have a baby baptized, or if you 
have been asked to act as a sponsor for Baptism etc. Please 
come to the office and fill out a registration form. It will also 
help us to keep our parish register updated.  

 
Intercessor: One who makes a petition on behalf of 
others. Our unique intercessor is Jesus Christ, who intercede 
on our behalf with the Father (see Rom 8:34). The priest at 
Mass acting in the person of Christ intercedes on behalf of the 
whole Church. 
Justification: The gracious action by which God frees us 
from sin and makes us holy and righteous before him. 
Lord, God of Hosts: From the word “sabaoth,” hosts are 
the invisible powers that work at God’s command over 
heaven and earth. 
Mediator: One who unites or reconciles separate or 
opposing parties. Thus, Jesus Christ is the “one mediator 
between God and the human race” (1 Tm 2:5). Through 
his sacrificial offering he has become high priest and 
unique mediator who has gained for us access to the 
Father through the Holy Spirit. 
Merit: The reward that God promises and gives to those 
who love him and who by his grace perform good works. 
One cannot earn justification or eternal life; they are the 
free gifts of God. Rather our merit is from God through 
Christ in the Holy Spirit. The Father freely justifies us in 
Christ through the indwelling of the Spirit; and Christians, by 
the same Holy Spirit, are empowered to do 
good works of love and justice. In cooperating with the 
Holy Spirit, the faithful receive further grace and thus, 
in Christ, cooperate in the work of their salvation. 
Oblation: A gift or sacrifice offered to God. 
Only-Begotten Son: This title “signifies the unique and 
eternal relationship of Jesus Christ to God his Father: he
is the only Son of the Father (cf. Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18); he is 
God himself (cf. Jn 1:1)” (CCC, no. 454). Jesus is the Son of 
God not by adoption but by nature. 
Paschal: Referring to Christ’s work of redemption 
accomplished through his Passion, death, Resurrection, and 
Ascension. Through the Paschal Mystery, Jesus destroyed our 
death and restored us to life. The Paschal Mystery is celebrated 
and made present in the Liturgy so that we can obtain the fruit 
of Jesus’ death and Resurrection, that is, the forgiveness of our 
sins and the new life of the Holy Spirit. 
Patriarchs: Title given to the venerable ancestors or 
“fathers” of the Semitic peoples, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who received God’s promise of election. 
Precursor: One who comes before as a herald. John the 
Baptist is the precursor of Jesus. 
Provident grace: The free and undeserved gift that God 
gives us as he protects and governs all creation. 
Redemption: Jesus Christ is our Savior and Redeemer 
because he frees us from our sin through his sacrificial 
death on the Cross. (to be continued) 
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        2012 Sunday Missal will be available for 
purchase from the 2nd week of November. As you 
did last year kindly plan to purchase ($5) few books 
in memory of a loved one and donate the missal to 
the church for the use of everybody. Thank you! 

C.W.L Meeting 
 

Poinsettia Festival & Penny Sale by our C.W.L on Nov. 
13th Sunday at 12PM in our Church Hall. Baked goods, penny 
sale, raffle items may be brought to the church hall on Thursday 
November 10, from 10:30 a.m. until noon; Saturday, November 
12, 10:00 a.m. until noon and on Sunday, November 13, before 
Masses. “Come and enjoy an afternoon with your community, 
family and friends!’  

We will be holding our Family pasta dinner on Sunday 
November 27, 2011 from Noon until 4:00 P.M., in the church 

Hall. Adults; $10:00, and $5:00 (ages 5– 12 and under five eat 
free). Please come out and support this worthy Parish fund 

Raiser. A good dinner and fellowship is guaranteed.  

Commemorating the recently diseased   
This weekend 

‘Deo Gratias’ – Thanks Be To God  We are grateful to God, 
and to our retired clergy in the Diocese of St. Catharines who, from 

the time of their ordination, have cared for us and our spiritual 

needs.    In thanksgiving to God for them and their years of faithful 

service, your generous support of the ‘Deo Gratias’ collection will 

enable us to care for those who have dedicated their lives to caring 

for us. The revenue from this collection does not go into an 

endowment fund but goes directly to the Clergy Aid Society which 

provides an income for our retired clergy. The collection will be 

taken on Sunday November 20th. Please be generous. Thank you.     


