
Excerpts from “You Just Put Your Hand in Mary’s and Let Her Lead you to Christ” 

By: Msgr. Charles Pope (www.catholicism.org) 

 

But what to do? How to pray? I heard I was supposed to pray. But how? As a child it was natural to talk with 

God. But now he seemed distant, aloof, and likely angry with me. And I’ll admit it, prayer seemed a little goofy 

to high school senior still struggling to be “cool” in the sight of his friends and in his own eyes. Not only that, but 

prayer was “boring.” an unfocused, unstructured and “goofy” thing. 

Rosary Redivivus – In my parish church of the 1970s the rosary was non-existent. Devotions and adoration 

were on the outs in that sterile time. Even the Crucifix was gone. But Nana had that old time religion. So I asked 

her one day to show me how to pray the rosary. My mother had taught me as a little child but that was over ten 

years back. Nana gave the technical details but more importantly she gave me the vision. She said, “Holding 

these beads is like holding Mary’s hand. You just put your hand in hers and let her lead to Christ.” She went on 

to say, “You’ll be fine.” 

Ad Jesum per Mariam – There are those, non-Catholics especially, who think that talking of Mary and focusing 

on her at all takes away from Christ. But my own experience was that, just as my grandmother said, Mary led 

me to Christ. I had struggled to know and worship Christ but somehow a mother’s love felt natural, safer, more 

accessible to me. So I began there, where I could. Simply pole-vaulting into a mature faith from where I was did 

not seem possible. So I began, a little child again, holding my mother’s hand. And gently, Mother Mary led me 

on to Christ, her son. And through the rosary, that “Gospel on a String,” I became reacquainted with the basic 

gospel story. 

The thing about Marian devotion is that it opens a whole world to you. For with this devotion comes an 

open door into so many of the other traditions and devotions of the Church: Eucharistic adoration, litanies, 

traditional marian hymns, lighting candles, modesty, pious demeanor and so forth. So as she led, she also 

reconnected me to many things I only vaguely remembered. The 1970s suburban Catholicism had all but cast 

these things aside and I too had lost them. Now in my late teens I was going into the “Church attic” and taking 

things down. Thus, little by little, Mother Mary was helping me put things back in place.  

Praying the Rosary and talking to Mary began to feel natural. And, sure enough, little by little, I began to speak 

with God. In the middle of College I began to sense the call to the priesthood. I had become choir director by 

now and took a new job in a city parish at, you guessed it, “St Mary’s Parish.” There the sterility of suburban 

Catholicism had never taken hold. The candles burned brightly at the side altars. The beautiful windows, marble 

altars, statues and the traditional novenas were all on display in Mother Mary’s Parish. The rest is history. Mary 

cemented the deal between me and her Son, Jesus. I became his priest and can’t stop talking about him. He is 

my hero, saviour and Lord. And praying again to God has become more natural and deeply spiritual for me. 

It all began one day when I took Mary’s hand and let her lead me to Christ. And hasn’t that always been 

her role? She, by God’s grace, brought Christ to us and showed him to us at Bethlehem, presented him in the 

Temple, ushered in his first miracle even despite his reluctance. Said to the stewards that day and to us now, 

“Do whatever he tells you.”  

Mass Schedule & Intentions from October 6 - October 14, 2012        
 

 

Saturday 5:00PM † Fortunato DePasquale 

      by sister Agata Presti 

     Roger & Caterina Sdao 

      by Concetta & Tony Mazzei 

     In Honour of St. Anthony  

      by Teresa Angi  

Sunday 9:00AM † Carl & Olive Madsen 

      by Cheryl Maurice & family 

     Mario Ricci  

      by wife Mary & family 

     Pierino Ioannoni  

      by wife Bruna & family 

     John Kotula by family 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday    No Mass 

Tuesday  9:00AM  Communion Service 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Mary Guzda  

      by Marlene & Dave Petruzella 

Thursday 9:00AM  Communion Service 

Friday  9:00AM  Communion Service 

Saturday 5:00PM † Pasquale Vaccaro  

      by wife & family 

     Umberto, Vincenzo & Antonietta  

     Nobile by Maria Nobile & family 

     Joseph Czerlau  

      by Lydia Matchett 

Sunday 9:00AM † Palmarosa & Emidio Ioannoni 

      by Bruna Ioannoni & family 

     Franc Horvat  

      by Teresa Horvat 

     Bobby Linton  

      by Nicole Giguere 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish  

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1585 
Needs of the Canadian Church - $228 and Building Fund - $121 

Bless you for your continued  generous support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time — October 7
th

, 2012           

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

Thanksgiving St. Vincent De Paul 

Twoonie and Loonie Food Drive 

October 6th and 7th at all Masses.  

 

School Mass: Wed. Oct. 17th, 9:00am. 

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids is an adaptation of Jeff Cavins’ 

Bible study program. The start date is 

Saturday November 3rd, 9am-12pm.   

 

CWL Poinsettia Festival & Penny 

Sale: Sunday November 4, 12–2pm. 

 

Parish Pasta Dinner: Sunday 

November 18th, at 12pm (Noon). 

 

Knights of Columbus Open House: 

Sunday November 25th after 11am 

Mass. 

Created Incomplete 
 

In Hebrew the word "adam" means 

"earth" and the word "eve" means 

"living". The story of Adam and Eve is 

really about earth and all things living 

on it: the story of all of us. We 

shouldn't try to figure out how God 

made a woman out of a man's rib. 

The real point of the story is that God 

created each of us incomplete. We 

need others, especially those of the 

opposite sex, to achieve human 

perfection in love. We need God to 

achieve complete perfection in love. 

Retrouvaille Weekend Oct. 19-21, 2012 
 

Stress in Your Marriage? - Retrouvaille is a program for married 
couples that feel bored, frustrated, or angry in their marriage.  Some 

experience coldness and simply shut down.  Others experience conflict 
and arguments in their relationship.  Most don’t know how to change the 
situation or even communicate with their spouse about it.  This program 
has helped countless couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels 

including disillusionment and deep misery. 
For confidential information about, or to register for the program please 
call 905-664-5212 or email: retrouvaille.hamilton@cogeco.ca or visit the 

web site at www.retrouvaille.org. 

Thank You from our Parish’s Youth Ministry Team 
. 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who graciously 
donated their time and energy to a very successful 

fundraiser.  Thank you also to those individuals who 
donated goods to be used in the making of the pies. 
We were able to raise $867.72, which we plan to put 

toward running programs throughout the upcoming Year 
of Faith. 

All those who purchased pies, thank you and enjoy! 

 
 
 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
Today it is fitting for God’s people to offer public thanks for all the gifts we have received.  The bountiful produce of 

the earth is a visible sign of the many blessings God wants to shower on us through Christ.  Our God also wants us to 
share the goods of the earth with all people. 

St. Andrew the Apostle—CWL Poinsettia Festival and Penny Sale 
Sunday November 4, Noon—2:00pm 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Donations of Penny Sale items are greatly appreciated. 

World Mission Sunday, October 21, 2012 
 

This is a world wide collection for the missionary church 
that provides emergency aid when disasters strike, 
cares for refugees in war torn nations, and provides 

rural health clinics and transportation for priests, 
catechists, religious and lay pastoral workers.  It 

provides financial support for the daily needs of all 
missionaries.  Please pray for the missions and be 

generous on World Mission Sunday. 


