
The word “angel” denotes a function rather 

than a nature 

A sermon by Pope St Gregory the Great 

 

You should be aware that the word “angel” 

denotes a function rather than a nature. Those holy 

spirits of heaven have indeed always been spirits. 

They can only be called angels when they deliver 

some message. Moreover, those who deliver 

messages of lesser importance are called angels; 

and those who proclaim messages of supreme 

importance are called archangels. And so it was that 

not merely an angel but the archangel Gabriel was 

sent to the Virgin Mary. It was only fitting that the 

highest angel should come to announce the greatest 

of all messages. 

Some angels are given proper names to 

denote the service they are empowered to perform. 

In that holy city, where perfect knowledge flows 

from the vision of almighty God, those who have no 

names may easily be known. But personal names are 

assigned to some, not because they could not be 

known without them, but rather to denote their 

ministry when they came among us. Thus, Michael 

means “Who is like God”; Gabriel is “The Strength of 

God”; and Raphael is “God’s Remedy.” 

Whenever some act of wondrous power must 

be performed, Michael is sent, so that his action and 

his name may make it clear that no one can do what 

God does by his superior power. So also our ancient 

foe desired in his pride to be like God, saying: I will 

ascend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of heaven; I will be like the Most High.  He will 

be allowed to remain in power until the end of the 

world when he will be destroyed in the final 

punishment. Then, he will fight with the archangel 

Michael, as we are told by John: A battle was fought 

with Michael the archangel. 

So too Gabriel, who is called God’s strength, 

was sent to Mary. He came to announce the One 

who appeared as a humble man to quell the cosmic 

powers. Thus God’s strength announced the coming 

of the Lord of the heavenly powers, mighty in battle. 

Raphael means, as I have said, God’s remedy, for 

when he touched Tobit’s eyes in order to cure him, 

he banished the darkness of his blindness. Thus, 

since he is to heal, he is rightly called God’s remedy. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from September 29- October 7, 2012        
 

 

Saturday 5:00PM † John Silvestri     

      by Franca & Frank Sdao 

     Mary Guzda  

      by Mary Mollica 

     Rosina Bonfilio  

      by Frank & Franca Sdao 

     Eddy Gauthier  

     by John & Barbara Nenadovich 

Sunday 9:00AM † Stephan, Raymond & Theresa Horvat 

      by mother Teresa Horvat 

     Josefina Berardi  

      by Danny & Penny Laocco 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Monday 8:30AM † Maria Minervini  

      by Frank & AnnaMaria Trivieri 

Tuesday 9:00AM  Communion Service 

Wednesday 9:00AM  Communion Service 

Thursday 9:00AM  Communion Service 

Friday  9:00AM † Rolando & Teresina  

      by Teresa Fazzalari  

Saturday 5:00PM † Fortunato DePasquale 

      by sister Agata Presti 

     Roger & Caterina Sdao 

      by Concetta & Tony Mazzei 

     In Honour of St. Anthony  

      by Teresa Angi  

Sunday 9:00AM † Carl & Olive Madsen 

      by Cheryl Maurice & family 

     Mario Ricci by wife Mary & family 

     Pierino Ioannoni  

      by wife Bruna & family 

     John Kotula by family 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $1385.17 

Bless you for your continued  
generous support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time — September 30
th

, 2012           

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

Thanksgiving St. Vincent De Paul 

Twoonie and Loonie Food Drive 

October 6th and 7th at all Masses.  

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids is an adaptation of Jeff Cavins’ 

Bible study program. The start date is 

Saturday November 3rd, 9am-12pm.   

 

Parish Pasta Dinner: Sunday 

November 18th, at 12pm (Noon). 

 

Knights of Columbus Open House: 

Sunday November 25th after 11am 

Mass. 

Life Chain 
Participate in Life Chain, a peaceful, prayerful witness 
to the sanctity of human life on Sunday September 30, 
2012 along Lundy’s Lane in Niagara Falls from 2:30pm-
3:30pm.  With your family and friends, come stand in 
solidarity with thousands all over the world, rain or 
shine, to pray for the millions of unborn children  who 
have no voice but ours. 
For more information, contact Adelaine: 905-892-0998 

RADICAL SURGERY 
 

Jesus makes what seems to be a strange 
suggestion. He tells us to dismember 
ourselves rather than allow sin to cast us 
into hell. Obviously, he is not 
commanding us to do self-mutilation. This 
would be morally wrong, because 
Christianity teaches respect for the body. 
We are stewards for all that God has 
given us. Christ challenges us to radical 
spiritual "surgery" to our sense of values. 
We must root out all that entices us away 
from God and from heaven. This implies 
not mortification, but modification of what 
we want out of life. Instant pleasures 
bring long-term suffering. 

Diocesan Anniversary Mass & Dinner 
 

Married couples celebrating a 25th, 40th, 50th or 60th anniversary in the 
year 2012 are invited to the diocesan anniversary Mass, Monday 
November 26, 2012 at 5:30 pm at the Cathedral of St. Catherine of 
Alexandria in St Catharines.  To register and to receive a formal 
invitation from Bishop Bergie, contact the parish office to fill in a form by 
October 15.  A dinner will be held at Club Roma, St. Catharines, at 
7:00pm.  Details of dinner cost will be included in the formal invitation. 

Wells of Hope 
Knights of Columbus Council 1394 presents its Third Annual Benefit 

Dinner for Wells of Hope on Saturday October 13, 2012 at Club Capri, 
36 Cleveland Avenue, Thorold.   

Cash Bar 5:30 pm.  Dinner 6:30 pm.  Entertainment “Down East Five” 
Tickets $25.00 per person.  For tickets call Mike 905-682-5216. 

Retrouvaille Weekend Oct. 19-21, 2012 
 

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with 
each other?  Do you argue...or have you just stopped 

talking to each other?  Does talking about it only make it 
worse?  This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of 
couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels 

including disillusionment and deep misery.   
For confidential information about, or to register for the 
program beginning with a weekend on October 19-21, 
2012 in Niagara Falls, at the Mount Carmel Spiritual 

Centre, please call 905-664-5212 or email: 
retrouvaille.hamilton@cogeco.ca or visit the web site at 

www.retrouvaille.org. 

Motion 312 
 

 Motion 312, brought forward by MP Stephen 

Woodworth, calls for the House of Commons to form a 

special committee which would review a statement in 

the Criminal Code of Canada that “A child becomes a 

human being only at the moment of complete birth:“  

Article 223 of the Code reads: “A child becomes a 

human being within the meaning of this Act when it  

has completely proceeded, in a living state, from the 

body of its mother.”   

 The Bible and the Catholic Church holds that a 

human being comes into existence at conception.  

The lives of human beings are, therefore, sacred at 

every stage in our existence—from beginning to 

natural end, “Blessed is the fruit of your womb, “ the 

Gospel of Luke says in reference to Mary, who was 

pregnant with child, our Lord. 

 This past Wednesday night, September 26th, 

the House of Commons voted on Motion 312.  While 

the Motion was defeated, Stephen Woodworth has 

stated that he will continue to raise this issue.  

 The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

encourages Canadian Catholics,  and all people of 

good will, to pray that our legislators be blessed with 

wisdom and courage to do what is best to protect and 

further the common good, which is based on respect 

for the human dignity of all. 

 Let us continue our fervent prayer for the 

sacredness and respect for life at all stages. 

October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.   

By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates each 

month of the year to a certain devotion. The month 

of October is dedicated to the holy rosary, one of the 

best known of all Catholic devotions. October 

includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

(October 7). The best way to celebrate the month is, 

of course, to pray the rosary. 

We will pray the Rosary starting twenty minutes 

prior to the start of all weekend Masses for October. 

Change to  Weekday Mass Schedule 
Now that we will be entering into the month of October,               

Tuesday Service will be at 9:00AM. 


