
Christian Wisdom 

A sermon of Pope St. Leo the Great 

 

The Lord then goes on to say: Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be filled. This hunger is not for 

bodily food, this thirst is not for any earthly 

drink: it is a longing to be blessed with 

righteousness, and, by penetrating the secret of 

all mysteries, to be filled with the Lord Himself. 

Happy is the soul that longs for the food 

of righteousness and thirsts for this kind of drink; 

it would not seek such things if it had not already 

savoured their delight. When the soul hears the 

voice of the Spirit saying to it through the 

prophet: Taste and see that the Lord is good, it 

has already received a portion of God’s 

goodness, and is on fire with love, the love that 

gives joy of the utmost purity. It counts as 

nothing all that belongs to time; it is entirely 

consumed with desire to eat and drink the food 

of righteousness. The soul lays hold of the true 

meaning of the first and great 

commandment: You shall love the Lord God with 

your whole heart, and your whole mind and your 

whole strength, for to love God is nothing else 

than to love righteousness. 

Finally, just as concern for one’s 

neighbour is added to love of God, so the virtue 

of mercy is added to the desire for 

righteousness, as it is said: Blessed are the 

merciful, for God will be merciful to them. 

Remember, Christian, the surpassing 

worth of the wisdom that is yours. Bear in mind 

the kind of school in which you are to learn your 

skills, the rewards to which you are called. Mercy 

itself wishes you to be merciful, righteousness 

itself wishes you to be righteous, so that the 

Creator may shine forth in his creature, and the 

image of God be reflected in the mirror of the 

human heart as it imitates his qualities. The faith 

of those who live their faith is a serene faith. 

What you long for will be given you; what you 

love will be yours for ever. 

Since it is by giving alms that everything 

is pure for you, you will also receive that blessing 

which is promised next by the Lord: Blessed are 

the pure of heart, for they shall see God. Dear 

friends, great is the happiness of those for whom 

such a reward is prepared. Who are the clean of 

heart if not those who strive for those virtues we 

have mentioned above? What mind can conceive, 

what words can express the great happiness of 

seeing God? Yet human nature will achieve this 
when it has been transformed so that it sees the 

Godhead no longer in a mirror or obscurely but 

face to face – the Godhead that no man has been 

able to see. In the inexpressible joy of this 

eternal vision, human nature will possess what 

eye has not seen or ear heard, what man’s heart 

has never conceived. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions from September 8-16, 2012        
 

Saturday 5:00PM † Eamon Morris by wife & family 

     Rugero & Caterina Sdao 

      by Frank & Franca Sdao 

     Esha Bagchi-Grand  

      by Betty Leon  

Sunday 9:00PM † Mario Ricci  

      by Mary & family 

     Joseph Violi  

      by wife & family 

     Mike & Nancy Mammoliti   

      by daughter Anna Giovinazzo 

     Roger & Caterina Sdao 

      by Carmelo & Maria Mazzei   

  11:00PM  For the People of our Parish  

Monday    No Mass 

Tuesday 7:00PM † Maria Albanese  

      by Maria & Vince Fazzalari 

Wednesday 9:00AM † Mary Guzda  

      by Joseph & Maria Accorinti 

Thursday 9:00AM † Luigi Marasco  by wife & family 

Friday  9:00AM † Maria Minervini by Angela Fabiani 

Saturday  5:00PM † Marisa Stancato  

     by Giulia & Mario Mazza & family 

     Antonio Palermo  

      by Angelo Nobile 

     Domenico & Giuseppe Scolaro  

      by Frank & Franca Sdao 

Sunday 9:00AM † Franc Horvat  

      by Teresa Horvat 

     Henry Devereaux  

      by Shirley Proulx 

     Josefina Berardi  

      by Tony & Beth Laocco 

  11:00AM  For the People of our Parish 

 

Last Sunday’s Collection - $2057.75 
and $580.00 for the Building Fund 

Bless you for your continued  
generous support. 

 

Saint Andrew the Apostle, pray for us Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time — September 9
th

, 2012           

Upcoming Parish Events 

 

St. Andrew’s Annual Golf 

Tournament Fundraiser: this 

Sunday, September 9th, at Sparrow 

Lakes Golf course.  Attend dinner only

(5.30pm) for $15, at our Church Hall. 

 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation 

for Adults): Classes will begin in late 

September. Contact the Parish Office 

for more information or to register. 

 

Great Adventure Bible Study for 

kids is an adaptation of Jeff Cavins’ 

Bible study program. Mark your 

Saturday mornings starting September 

22nd. This is a free program. 

 

Fresh Homemade Pie Sale: just in 

time for Thanksgiving.  Please Support 

this Youth Ministry Fundraiser. 

APOSTOLIC LETTER (“MOTU PROPRIO DATA” PORTA FIDEI)  OF 
THE SUPREME PONTIFF BENEDICT XVI FOR THE INDICTION OF 

‘THE YEAR OF FAITH’    
 

14. The Year of Faith will also be a good opportunity to intensify 

the witness of charity. As Saint Paul reminds us: “So faith, hope, 

love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 

Cor 13:13). With even stronger words – which have always 

placed Christians under obligation – Saint James said: “What 

does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has 

not works? Can his faith save him? If a brother or sister is ill-

clad and in lack of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go 

in peace, be warmed and filled’, without giving them the things 

needed for the body, what does it profit? So faith by itself, if it 

has no works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith and 

I have works.’ Show me your faith apart from your works, and I 

by my works will show you my faith” (James 2:14-18). 

Faith without charity bears no fruit, while charity without 

faith would be a sentiment constantly at the mercy of doubt. 

Faith and charity each require the other, in such a way that each 

allows the other to set out along its respective path. Indeed, 

many Christians dedicate their lives with love to those who are 

lonely, marginalized or excluded, as to those who are the first 

with a claim on our attention and the most important for us to 

support, because it is in them that the reflection of Christ’s own 

face is seen. Through faith, we can recognize the face of the 

risen Lord in those who ask for our love. “As you did it to one of 

the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). 

These words are a warning that must not be forgotten and a 

perennial invitation to return the love by which he takes care of 

us... Supported by faith, let us look with hope at our 

commitment in the world, as we await “new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet 3:13; cf. Rev 21:1). 

15. Having reached the end of his life, Saint Paul asks his 

disciple Timothy to “aim at faith” (2 Tim 2:22) with the same 

constancy as when he was a boy (cf. 2 Tim 3:15). We hear this 

invitation directed to each of us, that none of us grow lazy in the 

faith. It is the lifelong companion that makes it possible to 

perceive, ever anew, the marvels that God works for us. Intent 

on gathering the signs of the times in the present of history, 

faith commits every one of us to become a living sign of the 

presence of the Risen Lord in the world. What the world is in 

particular need of today is the credible witness of people 

enlightened in mind and heart by the word of the Lord, and 

capable of opening the hearts and minds of many to the desire 

for God and for true life, life without end. 

“That the word of the Lord may speed on and 

triumph” (2 Th 3:1): may this Year of Faith make our 

relationship with Christ the Lord increasingly firm, since only in 

him is there the certitude for looking to the future and the 

guarantee of an authentic and lasting love. The words of Saint 

Peter shed one final ray of light on faith: “...Without having seen 

him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe 

in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. As the 

outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls” (1 
Pet 1:6-9)....We believe with firm certitude that the Lord Jesus 

has conquered evil and death. With this sure confidence we 

entrust ourselves to him: He, present in our midst, overcomes 

the power of the evil one (cf. Lk 11:20); and the Church, the 

visible community of his mercy, abides in him as a sign of 

definitive reconciliation with the Father. 
The end 

SPITTING, TOUCHED HIS TONGUE 
 
To give his apostles a break from their 
missionary work, Jesus has taken them 
to Lebanon. Now he returns, stopping at 
a Roman city called Scitapolis. Some 
people bring him a deaf-mute and ask for 
a healing. Jesus does a strange thing. 
He sticks his fingers in the man’s ears 
and rubs saliva on his tongue. We might 
wonder why he did these unusual acts. 
Basically, he is using sign language, 
probably the only words that the man can 
understand. Instead of a casual "be 
cured", Jesus gives the man the dignity 
and personal care that he deserves: 
away from the crowd. 

Taken from http://www.silk.net/  

There will be a General Meeting of the CWL on Monday September 17th at 
7pm in the church hall.  All CWL members are encouraged to attend. 

Congratulations to our Parishioner, Mary Mollica 
This past week, Mary Mollica, received Queen 

Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee Award.  This occasion 
recognizes Mary’s self-giving attitude and her 

commitment to community service with organizations 
such as: Welland Hospital’s Extended Care Unit, 

Regina Lodge #20, CWL, and the Welland Historical 
Museum to name a few.  Mary truly exemplifies what 

James teaches in this and last Sunday’s readings; But 
be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who 

deceive themselves. (James 1:22) 

That Man is You Family Movie Night 
Wednesday September 12, 2012 at Notre Dame’s Leon Theatre at 7:00pm.  

Admission is free but donations to St. Kevin’s food bank are greatly 
appreciated. To launch Year 2, the Parish Community of St. Kevin “That 

Man Is You” men’s group invites men and their families to a screening of the 
movie “Courageous”. You will find yourself laughing, crying, and cheering 

as you are challenged and inspired by everyday heroes who long to be the 
kinds of dads that make a lifelong impact on their children. 


