Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, February 26, 2017

Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith? (Matthew 6: 24-34)

Last Week’s Collection

Sunday Offering - $ 1654.80
‘Host a Family..” $ 130.00
Building fund - $ 50.00

Bless you for your continued
generous support.

Upcoming Events
World Day of Prayer—March 3rd , IPM
Respect for Life Mass - March 25, 2017
Bishops Gala—April 1, 2017

Host a Family Fund Raising Programs:

Trivia Night - postponed. Tickets—3$15

Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Supper
Feb 28 at 4PM - 6.30PM

Friends, please join and support that we may help
our two Syrian families.

Mass Schedule & Intentions from February 25, 2017 to March 5, 2017

Saturday 5:00PM
Sunday 9:00AM
11:00AM
Monday No Mass
Tuesday 9:00AM
Pancake 4:00PM
Supper
ASH 9:15AM
Wednesday
7:00PM
Thursday 9:00AM
_ 6:30PM
Friday 9:00AM
Saturday 5:00PM
Sunday 9:00AM
Thank you for
supporting
'Host a Fam’ily
Program 11:00AM

Tt Ralph Mannella by Carmela Mancuso
t Rita Booth by Elena Calabretta

For us and for all our dearly deceased ones

Tt Ralph Mannella
by Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Mancuso

t Giacomo Mancuso
by Vince & Grace Tedesco
t For the people of the parish

T Vincent Fazzalari by Rocco Giovinazzo
Lenten Program @ Rectory
Tt Vincenzo & Antonietta Nobile

by Franco & Franca Sdao

t Agata Presti by Bill & Iris McInerney

Tt Franc Horvat by Theresa Horvat
Domenico Locco by Wife Lea & family

For us and for all our dearly deceased ones

POPE FRANCIS—General Audience
February 22, 2017
Dear Brothers and Sisters: Rather than
being something we possess and use for own pleasure,
Saint Paul reminds us that creation is God’s gift, which
reveals to us his loving plan. But when we are self-
centred and commit sin, we break our communion with
God, and the original beauty of human nature and
creation is marred. Thus, rather than show God’s
infinite love, creation bears the wounds of human pride.
The Lord, however, does not abandon us, but offers us a
new horizon of freedom and salvation. Saint Paul
reminds us of this truth, by inviting us to hear the
groaning of all people and things, and even the groaning
of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. These groans are not
sterile, but speak of the pangs of birth, the ushering in
of new life. Despite the many signs of our sins and
failings, we know that we are saved by the Lord, and
even now contemplate and experience within ourselves
and all around us signs of the Resurrection, a new
creation. We know that Jesus wants to heal us and
creation once and for all, and reconcile us in his love.
Let us see ourselves and the world with Christ’s eyes.
And when we are discouraged or tempted to despair, let
us remember that the Holy Spirit comes to our aid, to
keep alive our cries to God, and to reveal new heavens
and a new earth which he is preparing for us.

March Break Camp for Grade
4,5 & 6 students

The SOLI Sisters and our parish
Team will be hosting a 3 day
program for the students, starting
on March 13, Monday from (9AM

to 4PM) at the Church Hall

Please send your children/grand children.
Theme - Salvation History. We are looking
for volunteers to help at the kitchen and in
other programs.

Raising Faith-Filled Kids + One Word at a Time

Relieve

You're probably familiar with the
phrase, “Seeing is believing” It -~
conveys a“doubting Thomas”brand
of suspicion as in“l won't believe it

until | see the proofBut Jesus had a
different take. He tells us, "Believing
is seeing!” The act of believing—that is, opening our hearts

CWL Annual Retreat
at Gethsemane, 84008 Wellandport Rd,
Wellandport. From 8.30AM to 2.30PM Theme—
Mary-responding in Faith by Anne Jamieson.
Choose one date - April 5th or 8th and call Maria
Fazzalari 905 735— 3894 to register.

Sacrament of Penance
On Saturday April 1, 2017, in every parish
church across the diocese a priest will be
available from 10:00AM to 2:00PM to hear
individual confessions. There will also be
Eucharistic Adoration during this time. No
matter how long it has been, you are welcome
to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance, which
assists us in spiritual discipline as we turn away
from sin and open our hearts to reconciliation
and healing; or you can also simply come to
pray before the Lord.

and losing our fears—can help us see that something better
is possible in our present situation, no matter how dire it
may seem. The very act of putting our trust and belief in the
power of God opens our eyes to all sorts of possibilities, and
that s certainly true in our families. With the eyes of faith,
we parents can better see that God is at work in our home,
helping us to be faithful, loving, generous, and, sometimes,
even wise. —Tom McGrath

STRONG CATHOLIC FAMILIES
Diocese of St. Catharines | Youth Ministry Office
<c of Chicago and LOYOLAPRESS.

Word at a Time, courtesy of the Archdiocese of

G Wordat o i, o
To view a large pdf version
visit
www.saintandrewrcchurch.com

Lenten Program
‘The Bible & the Sacraments’

In this Lenten season, starting from Thursday, March,
02nd we will be showing a presentation by Dr.Scott
Hahn on Sacraments. It will be at the
Rectory (22 Golden Blvd.E) on March 2, Thursday and
the following Wednesday’s at 6.30PM. Please plan to
join with your family and friends.

Kindly bring your Bible!

In Memoriam

John Vetrecin, a long standing member of St. Andrew's parish
passed away on February 21, 2017. A funeral Mass was celebrated
for him on February 25, 2017. 1. Our hearty condolences to his wife and all

the bereaving family members. We pray that God may grant eternal rest to John.

Thinking about Separation or Divorce?

Is your marriage or that of a relative or friend
heading for divorce? Retrouvaille is designed to
help marriages regain their health. The
Retrouvaille program is highly successful in saving
marriages. For confidential information about, or to
register for the program beginning with a weekend
on March 24, 2017 please call 905-664-5212 or
email: hamiltonretrouvaille1(@cogeco.ca or visit
the web site at www.retrouvaille.org.

Year of the Rosary

“Through Mary to Jesus: Recitation of
the Family Rosary”
Reflection by Fr. Charles Anang (Final part 4)

Of the Marian prayers, there is a tradition in the
Church that the Rosary is Mary’s favourite prayer. The
Church has honoured this prayer and tirelessly
encouraged the Rosary (see the Year of the Rosary and
papal documents). Not only does vocal prayers
constitute the primary prayers of our faith (Our Father,
Hail Mary, Glory be), but the twenty mysteries direct
our attention to the principal mysteries of Christ’s life.
It is primarily in his work, The Secret of the Rosary,
that St. Louis de Montfort points to the requests of our
Lady herself to some of her favoured sons to preach
primarily the recitation of the Rosary in the parishes,
as she requested of Catholics at Fatima, not to mention
the example she gave to St. Bernadette at Lourdes. St.
Pio of Pietrelcina called the Rosary his weapon against
Satan, and biographers claim he recited some thirty or
so Rosaries daily.

More specifically, the Church has understood the
power of family prayer. If the basic cell of our society
is the family, then the key to a renewal is the
strengthening of the family. Mother Teresa of Calcutta
is known for her saying, “... for the family that prays
together stays together.” 6

Family prayer is one form that fulfills Christ’s wish,
“For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am [ in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20). The
power of communal prayer can be seen in a group of
mothers in a small Italian village of Lu Montferrato
innorthern Italy, against the secularism and anti-
clericalism of the time, whogathered every Tuesday
for prayer for vocations beginning in 1881. The fruit
was 323 vocations! 152 priests (diocesan and
religious), and 171 nuns belonging to 41 different
congregations.7 In family prayer, the recitation of the
family Rosary should have pride of place.

6 Mother Teresa, “Mother Teresa- Nobel Lecture” (11 December, 1979),
Nobelprize.org, accessed

June 21, 2016, http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/peace/laureates/1979/
teresalecture.html

7 Vatican’s Congregation for Clergy, “Adoration, Reparation and Spiritual
Motherhood for Priests” (prayer booklet), 2007.

Shrove Tuesda
On Tuesday Feb.28, 2017 at 4:00PM —6:30PM in the

church hall. Tickets on sale: Adults $6 and Children ages 6-
13 $3.00 Children 5 and under are Free.

40 Days for Life
Welland Port Colborne pro-life is hosting a 40 Days for Life event at the

Niagara Falls Hospital. They are looking for participants willing to pray
for an hour or more at that location. Visit www.wpcprolife.com or call
Annette Loeffen for more details @ 905-397-8093 or 905-325-1251




